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Randy Asher, the new principal of Brooklyn Tech High School in Fort 
Greene, hopes to restore the school's battered reputation. 


The calm in the storm 

Tech principal has big plans for battered school 


By Paul Koepp 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Randy Asher is young, cocky, and 
brash — and he wants your kids back. 

Months after longtime Brooklyn 
Technical High School principal Lee 
McCaskill resigned in scandal, the new 
boss is trying to regain the confidence 
of Brownstone Brooklyn and convince 
parents that they don’t need to send 
their kids to Stuyvesant or Bronx Sci- 
ence to get a top-tier education. 

Asher was officially installed last 
week. Schools Chancellor Joel Klein 
hailed him as a “visionary,” and Borough 


President Markowitz declared it “Randy 
Asher Appreciation Day” in Brooklyn. 

But the hard work is just beginning. 
Asher’s Job 1 is recharging a faculty 
worn down by the heavy-handed Mc- 
Caskill, who quit in February after he 
was caught illegally enrolling his 
daughter in a Brooklyn public school 
even though he lives in New Jersey. 

Asher, at least, knows the territory. 
Four years ago, he left his post as a 
Brooklyn Tech assistant principal to 
found Manhattan’s High School for 
Math, Science and Engineering. 

But returning to Brooklyn Tech’s big 
chair presents a huge challenge: for one 


thing, the school is 10 times bigger, 
with 4,300 students to HSMSE’s 400. 

But advocates say Asher’s experi- 
ence at the smaller school could actual- 
ly play in his favor. 

“He has the experience to break 
down some of the school’s anonymity 
and make it a cozier and warmer 
place,” said Clara Hemphill, the direc- 
tor of insideschools.org, a public school 
advocacy group. 

Built like a human bulldozer with 
bright eyes and a booming voice, Asher 
looks like he could break down just 
about anything. A mere 33, the Carroll 

See PRINCIPAL on page 14 


Mickey Mouse plan 

Critics rip Disneyesque theme park on Red Hook piers 


ARTIST COLLARED 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 


Elected officials from Washington to City Hall 
this week derided Mayor Bloomberg’s plan to 
turn the Red Hook and Cobble Hill waterfront 
into a maritime-themed tourist attraction as “Dis- 
ney on the Waterfront.” 

And one Red Hooker described the plan as “a 
pimping of the waterfront.” 

“The history of maritime trade is as old as prostitu- 
tion and it looks like the maritime trades are about to be 
prostituted,” said Tom Kerr, a resident of Beard Street. 
The criticism is a reaction to city plans to oust the 


area’s remaing cargo business and transform the 
fenced-off working waterfront into a phantasmagoria 
of family-friendly attractions, housing and restaurants. 

“This is part of a scheme for a New York with as 
few blue-collar jobs as possible,” said Rep. Jeny Nad- 
ler (D-Coney Island) at a public hearing last week on 
the plan’s environmental impact. 

A spokesman for the company that operates the 
area’s last working cargo port sees Bloomberg’s plan 
as a plot against Democratic union jobs. 

‘It’s a dollars-for-developers scheme from a Repub- 
lican administration with no interest in keeping good 
jobs in Brooklyn,” said Matt Yates, director of opera- 
tions for American Stevedoring, which is facing evic- 


Who needs homework? 

Sophia Bennett-Holmes looks on as her mother, Sarah Bennett, signs copies of her new book (co-written 
Nancy Kalish), "The Case Against Homework," at the Barnes and Noble in Park Slope on Oct. 17. 


tion next March from the publicly owned piers. 

The city Economic Development Corporation says it 
can create 3,000 new service sector jobs — and housing 
for 700 people — by evicting ASI and its several hun- 
dred full-time longshoremen. 

The cranes operated by those dockworkers would 
disappear to also make way for a 250-room hotel on a 
currently inaccessible stretch of waterfront west of 
Columbia Street. 

A smaller working port, with 100 jobs, would be re- 

Residents who testified at last week’s Community 
Board 6 hearing cautioned against rezoning the water- 
front for residential development. 

“There are other places to put housing,” 
said Dan Wiley, spokesman for Rep. Nydia 
Velazquez (D-Sunset Park). 

Others complained that development 
would overcrowd schools and parks, taking a 
laige toll on the quality of life in a neighbor- 
hood that is slowly regaining a residential 
population that vanished after World War n. 

“We need the peaceful waterfront com- 
munity and good schools that we have spent 
the last forever fighting for,” said Grace 
Seifman, who has lived in the neighborhood 
for nearly a decade. “We don’t need more 
housing blocking our views, another theme 
park or a South Street Seaport.” 

But city planners promise that their 
theme park will be suited to the historic 
character of the dockyard community. One 
proposal, by PortSide New York, includes 
cafes, a maritime-themed shop and two 
salvaged, historic ships where students and 
tourists would learn about waterfront trade. 

“There is space in Red Hook for a hinge 
between the world of recreation . . . and the 
world of work, because there is still a thriv- 
ing industrial waterfront there,” said Elaine 
Carmichael, a planner on the project. 

Meanwhile, ASI is trying to hold onto 
its working-port turf. 

“I don’t know if the city is trying to kill 
maritime industry in Brooklyn, but this 
plan will certainly hurt it,” said Edward 
Kelly, president of the Maritime Associa- 
tion, which represents 400 maritime busi- 
nesses, including ASI. 

“It’s fairly obvious that forcing one of 
the last port operators to leave will do ir- 
reparable harm.” 


By Tania Haas 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Police dragged a quirky Clinton Hill 
artist — and building code scofflaw — 
out of his home Wednesday, after the city 
declared his jerry-rigged, self-built man- 
sion unsafe for him and his neighbors. 

Arthur Wood’s famous ziggurat abode, 
“Broken Angel,” attracted the attention of the 
city Department of Buildings after part of it 
caught fire last week. 

When inspectors toured the former Brooklyn 
Trolley headquarters, they discovered enough 
code violations to evict Wood. 

“The building is open to the elements, the 
floors are not complete and there aren’t stair- 
ways, just planks in some places,” said Build- 
ings spokesman Jennifer Givner. “There are 
also two illegal additions. One is a 50-foot ex- 
tension above the roofline and another is a 15- 
foot horizontal extension. The building is a 
safety hazard for him and for the public.” 

Givner said her agency ordered Wood to va- 
cate the building on Tuesday. When he refused, 
Buildings Department officials returned 
Wednesday — this time backed by the NYPD. 

At 2:30, police cars blocked off both ends of 
Wood’s block on Downing Street, and officers 
knocked on the red wooden door that bears the 
See EVICTION on page 14 


Clinton Hill artist Arthur Wood is dragged 
away from his home, which the city says is a 
danger to itself and others. 


GO 

BAM does Ibsen 


Trolley idea 
is derailed 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 


A Brooklyn man’s dream of restoring the bor- 
ough’s fabled trolleys looks like it’s being 
derailed by planners of a waterfront development 
along the Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO shore. 

Arthur Melnick, who has spent a decade as a 
Quixotic promoter of trolleys as clean and efficient 
transportation, presented 
planners with his pro- 
posal for a three-line 
streetcar system linking 
the so-called Brooklyn 
Bridge Park to Borough 
Hall, the BAM cultural 
district and Red Hook. 

Several years ago, 
park planners said they 
were open to the idea of 
historic light rail, but 
this time, they dodged 
Melnick’s trolleys. 

“There are other 
things like jitneys” that 
are being explored, said 
Jee Mee Kim, one of 
several consultants hired 
by the Downtown Brook- 
lyn Waterfront Local Development Corporation to 
study transit links to the waterfront development. 

Others indicated that the closest Melnick might get 
to his dream would be a mere facsimile. 

“We could have a jitney [bus] that looks like a trol- 
ley, like they have Downtown,” said Hank Gutman, a 
DBWLDC board member. 

But Melnick isn’t giving up (not that he ever does). 

“I know they are not looking to do this now, but 
they should be,” he said. “Isn’t it about time we ad- 
dressed the problems of congestion, pollution and ex- 
See TROLLEY on page 14 


The sister tower of the Brooklyn Marriott, at 333 Adams St., is 25 stories and contains 
280 rooms. It opened this week. 

ROOM BOOM 

Marriott annex opens 
as competitors arrive 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Brooklyn Marriott’s 280-room 
annex has swung open its doors on Adams 
Street, bringing its total number of rooms in 
the often sold-out hotel to 660. 

The 25-floor annex opens amid a hotel 
boom in Brooklyn that includes the Hobday 
Inn Express on Union Street in Gowanus and 
at least four almost-completed newcomers. 

But the Marriott is the most grand, accord- 
ing to its general manager. 

“Our annex is fabulous,” gushed Sam 
Ibrahim. “The views are breathtaking — you 
can see the Statue of Liberty [and] the Brook- 
lyn and Manhattan bridges. It’s unbelievable.” 

The addition comes at a critical moment 
for Brooklyn, as tourists increasingly spurn 
Manhattan for its hipper neighbor. 

“Brooklyn is hot now, everyone’s moving 
there, and it’s no longer a second choice for 
meetings,” said Marriott spokeswoman Kathy 
Duffy. “We’ve had to turn down some con- 
ventions, because we didn’t have enough 
sleeping rooms for conventioneers. 

“The expansion is meant to make us more 
competitive in the convention market,” she said. 

When the first Marriott building went up in 
1998, critics said that the space in the building 
allocated to the hotel was too small to meet the 
borough’s needs. Additional space was leased to 
the Brooklyn district attorney and other offices. 


“Brooklyn is attracting people from all 
over the globe and now they have a place to 
stay when they’re here,” said Craig Hammer- 
man, district manager of Community Board 6 

Make that, places to stay. 

The skeleton of Brooklyn’s first “boutique” 
hotel is now going up on Fourth Avenue, be- 
tween Fifth and Sixth streets, where visitors 
will have views of a dialysis unit on one side, 
and taxi depot on the other. The eight-story, 48- 
room lodge features a sleek design by Quebec- 
based Andres Escobar. 

On Duffield Street, a 25-story W Hotel and 
a similarly sized Sheraton Hotel will rise next 
to each other for a total of 500 rooms. The 
Sheraton is slated to open in early 2008. 

And for the thrifty tourist, hotel mogul 
Sam Chang, who built the Holiday Inn Ex- 
press, is expanding his Brooklyn portfolio 
with the creation of a Comfort Inn on Baltic 
Street near the Gowanus Houses. 

That’s in addition to the recently opened At- 
lantic Motor Inn on Atlantic Avenue in Crown 
Heights, a new Best Western in Sheepshead Bay, 
and The Smith, a 93-room boutique hotel being 
built across from the Brooklyn House of Deten- 
tion on Atlantic Avenue in Boerum Hill. 

Borough President Markowitz, thinks this 
hotel boom is a boon for Brooklyn. 

“Each new hotel room gives visitors a spe- 
cial opportunity to be a Brooklynite — if only 
for a night,” said Markowitz. 
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Democratic pocket picked 





SUNDAY & MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL SPECIAL 
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Karaoke Friday Nights 

9 pm to 1 am with Mike Sisco! 

Starting October 27th 


Coraline Cafe 


480 62nd St. (off of 5th Avenue) • Open 6am- lam 
(718) 492-6698 • www.coralinecafe.com 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Democratic Party’s 
battle to re-take Congress 
suffered a setback last 
week, when a man’s pocket 
— containing two checks 
made out to the party — 
was picked on Oct. 10, 
police said. 

The thief snuck up behind 
his 20-year-old victim around 
8:20 pm as the man waited on 
the comer of Flatbush Avenue 
and Eighth Avenue. Before 
the victim knew what had 
happened, the pickpocket had 
reached into his back pocket 
and removed two $50 checks 
made out to the Democratic 
National Committee. 

The victim barely saw the 
thief and could not provide 
police with any description. 
But if the party fails to win a 
House majority, it will have a 
handy scapegoat. 

Snatch cell 

A thief grabbed a cellphone 
from a woman on Flatbush 
Avenue around 7 pm on Oct. 
12, police said. 

The 25-year-old victim was 
walking near Park Place when 
a stranger appeared, grabbed 
the mobile, and ran off. She 
was unable to describe the 
thief. 

Stoop rob 

A pair of thugs stole a lap- 
top, wallet and cellphone from 
a teenager sitting on his Dou- 
glass Street stoop around 1 
pm on Oct. 10, police said. 

The 18-year-old victim was 
working on his computer 
when he noticed the two 
strangers at the end of the 
block, near Fourth Avenue. 
When he looked up again, a 
few moments later, the men 
were standing in front of him, 
offering an unpleasant choice. 

“We can make this a good 
day or a bad day,” the first 
thug said, as he pulled out a 
screwdriver and held it to the 
victim’s neck. The second sus- 
pect waited near the front gate. 

To underscore the threat, the 
first thug told the victim, “We 
might be back with a gun.” 

The teenager turned over 
the computer and other valu- 
ables, and the thieves bolted 
towards Fourth Avenue. 

Police searched the area, but 
couldn’t find the thieves. The 
victim described them as white 
Hispanic men, both 5-foot-7 
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k‘ Veterinary 



• Veterinarian lives on premises and always available 
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(including chiropractic care) 
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POLICE BLOTTER 


and 180 pounds. The one with 
the screwdriver wore a sweater 
vest, while his accomplice 
dressed in a white shirt. 

The stolen items included 
an Apple iBook, a cellphone, 
keys, and a wallet with 
bankcards and a college ID. 

Robbery time 

Police arrested a thief who 
used a request for the time as 
cover to steal a woman’s 
purse in Grand Army Plaza on 
Oct. 8, police said. 

The 29-year-old victim was 
walking near Flatbush Avenue 
around 11:30 pm when the 
stranger, accompanied by 
three friends, asked her if she 
had the time. When she 
looked down at her watch, the 
thief grabbed her purse — 
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Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 

718-875-9124 
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# Cong. B’nai Jacob 
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603 St. Johns Place 
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54 MacDonough St. 
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Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform Congregation 


638-7600 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 
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117 Remsen St. -596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 
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Lighting 
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9th Street Optical 
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• Comprehensive Eye Exams 
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• Contact Lenses 

• Glaucoma And Cataract Testing and Treatment 

• Laser Vision Consultation 
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(Frames & Lenses) 

from our Money Savers Selection $125 Minimum 
purchase on 1st pair +-4.00-2.00 C/L. Lens, 
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(not vail id with any other offers, or specials, or insurance plans) 

Tel/Fax: (718) 965-2545 

332 9th Street (Between 5th & 6th Aves.) 
Brooklyn, New York 11215 


which held a Michigan dri- 
ver’s license and $4 — and 
bolted into nearby Prospect 
Park with the others. 

Police nabbed the primary 
suspect, a 15-year-old boy, 
who now faces grand larceny 
charges. The victim and her 
27-year-old friend described 
the others as black teenage 
boys, all between 5-feet-5 and 
5-feet-5, 160 to 180 pounds. 

iGone 

The thief may have been 
laughing, but it wasn’t funny. 

A mugger snatched an iPod 


from a woman walking down 
St. Johns Place just before 9 
pm on Oct. 13, police said. 
The suspect grabbed the pop- 
ular digital music device from 
the 41 -year-old victim as she 
strolled between Eighth and 
Seventh avenues, slapping her 
and laughing during the at- 
tack. 

Bugged out 

A pre-dawn argument left 
one woman nursing her 
wounds in police custody and 
a man temporarily blinded by 
bug spray, police said. 

Both individuals filed a 
complaint against the other af- 
ter the Oct. 15 brouhaha at a 
bodega on Fifth Avenue, near 
Flatbush Avenue. 


78th becomes 
'Haunted Pet' 
again this year 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Ghosts and goblins are invading the 78th Precinct sta- 
tionhouse — and police want you to join them. 

The Sixth Avenue command center will host its third annual 
Halloween haunted house during the pre-Halloween weekend. 
For both days, children of all ages can tour a basement that’s tru- 
ly haunted (and not just if you’re a perp!). 

78th Precinct's Halloween Haunted House, Oct. 28-29, noon-4 
pm and 6-9 pm (65 Sixth Ave., bet. Dean and Bergen streets). For 
information, call (718) 636-641 1. 

Meeting moved 

Because of Halloween — which is quite a busy night in Park 
Slope — the 78th Precinct Community Council’s regular meet- 
ing has been moved to Monday, Oct. 30. 

The move will allow the regular last-Tuesday-of-the-month 
meeting to avoid a conflict with the neighborhood’s beloved Hal- 
loween Parade. 

78th Precinct Community Council, Monday, Oct. 30, 7:30 pm 
(65 Sixth Ave., bet. Dean and Bergen streets). — Stainton 


The dispute grew violent 
shortly before 6 am, when the 
24-year-old woman blasted the 
man, 29, with insect repellent. 
The man, blinded and enraged, 
swung wildly at the woman, 
landing several blows. 

Police arrested the woman 
on assault charges. They pho- 
tographed her injuries and 
took her own complaint of 
abuse, but declined to arrest 
the man. 

Window of 
opportunity 

The Park Slope burglar may 
have been lame, but he was 
also clever. 

The thief used a cane to slide 
a laptop computer out an open 
window at a Prospect Place 
apartment last week, police said. 

The 38-year-old victim said 
the portable computer was on 
top of a table by the window at 
10 am on Oct. 6. When he re- 
turned to the building, be- 
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues, 
at 3 am the following day, the 
laptop was gone. 

Police found a wooden cane 
nearby and took it in as evi- 


Laptop stolen 

A burglar stole valuables 
worth $3,000 from a Fifth 
Street apartment on Oct. 12, 
police said. 

The 56-year-old victim left 
his apartment, near Seventh 
Avenue, around noon. When 
he returned at 11:30 pm, the 
inside door at the building was 
damaged and his Dell note- 
book and Seiko silver watch 
had disappeared. 

Locker snag 

Almost every week, fitness 
fanatics are robbed of their be- 
longings while toning their 
pecs — and this week, another 
man became a statistic in 
Boerum FOIL 

In this case, the man had 
been exercising at his gym, on 
Boerum Place at Dean Street, 
on Oct. 6, when he noticed 
that his wallet was missing. 

The theft occurred around 5 
pm, but by the time the victim 
called his credit card company 
just three hours later, more 
than $1,000 had been charged 
at clothing and electronic 
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Now running for Beep, Owens won’t 
let debt — or loss — slow him down 



Chris Owens did recitals at senior centers 
during his failed bid for Congress. 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Fresh from his last-place fin- 
ish in a race to succeed his 
father in Congress, Chris 
Owens is preparing his next 
campaign: to be your next bor- 
ough president. 

Owens may have arrived dead last 
in the 11th District primary for Major 
Owens’s seat — and he may be 
$42,000 in debt — but he’s not giv- 
ing up on his political future. 

“Politically speaking, I’m looking 
for some other office, either Brook- 
lyn Borough President or the Public 
Advocate,” Owens told The Brook- 
lyn Papers. 

Thanks to term limits, the present 
occupants of those offices — Marty 


Markowitz and Betsy Gotbaum — 
will be retired at the end of 2009. 

Owens compared himself to the 
current officeholders — favorably, of 

“I’m not happy with all of Mar- 
ty’s decisions, but he’s not happy 
with me, either, and we’ll leave it at 
that. And I’m less impressed with 
Betsy.” 

At least one political consultant 
said Owens would have an easier 
shot at winning the borough presi- 
dency — but not that easy. 

“Owens had trouble placing fourth 
in a Brooklyn district where his fa- 
ther served for 25 years,” said politi- 
cal consultant Stefan Friedman, who 
helped City Councilwoman Yvette 
Clarke (D-Flatbush) win Septem- 
ber’s Democratic primary against 
Owens, City Councilman David 


Yassky (D-Park Slope) and state Sen. 
Carl Andrews (D-Crown Heights). 

“But he is a dynamic speaker, a 
true progressive — and if he can get 
his message out, who knows?” 

Owens has indeed been working 
to get his message out. He’s been 
producing a show called “Inside the 
Congressional Black Caucus” for the 
Black Family Channel, and he’s been 
sending out press releases on issues 
of the day, such as the North Korean 
nuclear test. 

He’s even had time to weigh in on 
less-weighty controversies, such as 
The Brooklyn Papers’ recent use of a 
photo of a scantily clad Maggie Gyl- 
lenhaal (see letters, page 4). 

Yassky, who finished second in 
the congressional race, said he hasn’t 
thought about his next move. 


Vito finds it really hard to be green 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A respected environ- 
mental group celebrated 
the green values of New 
York City’s congressional 
delegation — except for 
one member. Rep. Vito 
Fossella. 

While the city’s representa- 
tives scored an average of 88 
percent from the New York 
League of Conservation Voters 
this week — with Reps. Jerry 
Nadler (D-Coney Island) and 
Major Owens (D-Crown 
Heights) earning perfect scores 
— the Bay Ridge Republican 
voted the green group’s way 
only 17 percent of the time. 

“Rep. Fossella . . . put spe- 
cial interests ahead of his own 
constituents by voting for 
giveaways to oil companies 
and against clean water and 
food safety and the public’s 
right to know about toxins re- 
leased into their communi- 
ties,” said League President 
Gene Karpinski, who released 
the group’s “2006 National 
Environmental Scorecard.” 


The scorecard evaluated 
elected officials’ votes on a 
dozen “crucial” bills and 
awarded the politicians a grade 
of 0 to 100 percent. 

But Fossella’s campaign 
called the League scorecard a 
load of hooey. 

“The League opposed Vito’s 
bill [when he was in the City 
Council] to close the Fresh 
Kills landfill, which raises se- 
rious questions about its credi- 


bility on environmental is- 
sues,” said Fossella’s cam- 
paign manager. Matt Mika. 

“The group also ignores the 
many environmental initiatives 
Vito has undertaken in the dis- 
trict, including the key role he 
played in securing the agree- 
ment to rebuild the Shore 
Parkway bike path and walk- 
way,” added Mika. 

But the League pointed out 
that Fossella, who serves on 


the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, voted for drilling 
in the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge. And he also voted to 
eliminate most state food-safe- 
ty laws that are not identical to 
existing federal regulations. 

The League estimates that 
the bill would render obsolete 
200 state rules meant to sup- 
plement federal food safety re- 
quirements. 

Fossella, a nine-year incum- 


bent, is facing Democrat Steve 
Harrison this November. The 
League has not endorsed either 
candidate — but Harrison 
picked up a nod from Esquire 
magazine, of all places, this 

Meanwhile, Nadler used his 
perfect score to chide the Bush 
Administration. 

“The current Administration 
has an abysmal environmental 
record,” said Nadler. 



Poot party 


Brooklyn is home to a top-10 water polo team. Heading into this weekend's games 
against their West-Coast rivals, the St. Francis College Terriers were ranked eighth in the 
nation, with a 13-2 record. The top seven teams are all from California. The Terriers face 
California Baptist University on Thursday, the University of California Santa Barbara on Fri- 
day, and number 1 -ranked University of Southern California Trojans on Sunday. 


Fossella virtually offended by Paper's 'Polly' 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Friends for Vito Fossella has 
ended its online “friendship” with 
The Brooklyn Papers, following a 
Papers report showing that a Web 
site for the four-term Republican 
congressman’s campaign was 
filled with lurid content. 


sella MySpace page had more than 
1,500 online “friends,” some of 
whom had profiles so sexually 
charged that they would surely knock 
the socks off the congressman’s so- 
cially conservative base. 

For the Luddites out there, My- 
Space is an online forum that allows 
members to socialize in a no-holds- 
barred, virtual environment. 

In order to make friends, one mem- 
ber requests another’s friendship. That 


second member then reviews the re- 
questor’s profile and approves or de- 
nies the friendship. The Friends for 
Vito Fossella page, created by a former 
campaign volunteer with help from 
Fossella’s campaign, didn’t seem to 
deny anyone — including a lesbian 
who likes to “kiss and lavish my 
tongue” on the “molars and bicuspids” 
of her partners, a man who admires 
women with “fat azzez,” and a man 
who celebrated his bowel movements. 


To test the limits of Fossella’s friend- 
ship, The Brooklyn Papers concocted 
an online persona called Polly 
Amorous, a self-described atheist and 
bisexual swinger represented by a cur- 
vaceous cartoon woman in bondage. 
Polly’s request for friendship with Fos- 
sella was promptly accepted — but it 
turned out to be a brief flirtation. 

Following The Brooklyn Papers’ 
publication of a list of some of Fos- 
sella’s “friends,” Polly was uncere- 


moniously de-friended, as they say in 
virtual circles. 

Even worse, Friends for Vito Fos- 
sella made its page private, denying 
entry to all but its approved “friends.” 

It was a virtual slap in the face. 

Even more insulting, many of Fos- 
sella’s most inappropriate friends, in- 
cluding Hysterical Glamour, MaH 
Sw4gg3r and JAY, were not deleted. 

So we ask with all due respect: 
Vito, why can’t we be friends? 
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FREE BLACKBERRY. 


“Does that work for you?’ 


Annmarie Mitchell 

Sovereign Bank, Brooklyn 
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300 free monthly transactions with no minimum 
balance. And your first order of checks, free. 
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checking account, free. Sign up now, and you’ll 
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"We cannot direct the wind, 

but we can adjust the sails " 


Chanie Schwartz 
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Debbie Almontaser, a Muslim leader, chatted with Rabbi 
Carie Carter at Park Slope Jewish Center on Sunday, Oct. 8. 


Slope, where not only do lions 
lie down with lambs, Met fans 
begrudgingly respect Yankee 
fans. Tea Lounge caffeine ad- 
dicts occasionally go to 
Naidre’s, but, yes, Muslims 
break pita bread with Jews. 

Still, the sight of a group of 
sons and daughters of Ismail 
worshipping in a house typi- 
cally filled with the sons and 
daughters of Isaac was shock- 
ing in this day and age. A 
decade after Rodney King be- 
seeched, “Can we all just get 
along?” few seem to be doing 
that. 

Least of all Muslims and 

But last Sunday, the con- 
gregation of the Park Slope 
Jewish Center, which bills it- 
self as “an egalitarian syna- 
gogue . . . defined by our in- 
clusive spirit,” 
watched a group 
of their Islamic 
counterparts par- 
take of their 
prayer ritual. 

First, one of 
the leaders called the group to 
prayer. He sounded melodic 
and calming — which is a lot 
different than the muezzin 
one hears through thousands 
of tinny loudspeakers at 6 am 
in Istanbul. (Full disclosure: 
That was one tough morning, 
I gotta say.) 

The Muslims bowed, 
chanted, mumbled their 
prayers, stood up and repeat- 
ed the process, proving the 
old adage that everyone else’s 
religious practices seem com- 
pletely ridiculous — until 
you realize that your tribe 
does exactly the same thing 
(right down to the bending, 
the mumbling, the chanting). 

Rabbi Carie Carter said she 
organized the visit so that her 
flock could look across the 
Middle Eastern abyss and see 
their brothers, not their ene- 

“This is our ‘Islam 101,”’ 
she said. “When ignorance and 
fear guide so many in our 
country, we felt it was impor- 
tant to get to know each other.” 

Her counterpart, Muslim 
spiritual leader Debbie Al- 
montaser, stood at the altar 
and said, “I have goosebumps 
standing here where a rabbi 
stands. This is what the world 
needs from all of us.” 

After the mutual public dis- 
play of affection, everyone 
went out to the sukkah to get 


to know each other over plates 
of hummous, baba ganoush 
and a slightly incongruous, yet 
delicious, fusilli with pesto. 

The groups, though friend- 
ly, were still feeling each other 

“There aren’t any political 
questions,” said congregation 
president David Nachman. 
“This is just a baby step.” 

J UST HOW FAR IS THE 
Park Slope Jewish Center 
willing to go in its search 
for tolerance? Well, not only 
will the Muslims be back 
soon, Carter promised, but the 
very next night, on Oct. 9, the 
shul invited a group of 
Catholic educators to talk 
about the Holocaust. 

Catholics and Muslims, one 
day apart. That is one egalitar- 
ian synagogue. 

Of course, there’s a sad 
irony to all this cross-religion 
brotherhood. Sure, in Park 
Slope, everyone can get 
along, but on the other side of 
world, people kill each other 
over cartoons in a newspaper 
or a coveted piece of desert. 

Every day, press releases 
come across my desk touting 
the latest forum to discuss 
our millennial religious 
bloodletting. St. Francis Col- 
lege, for instance, is having 
an all-day “literary confer- 
ence” on Saturday called 


Muslims and Jews cele- 
brated Sukkot and Rama- 
dan together. 


“Faith and Violence: Jihad and 
Holy War.” 

The school has even invited 
the chairman of Britain’s Mus- 
lim Council for Religious and 
Racial Harmony to speak. 

But just like Debbie Al- 
montaser and Rabbi Carie 
Carter, the head of a council for 
“religious and racial harmony” 
is already in the “can’t-we-all- 
get-along” camp. 

We’d really be onto some- 
thing if we could fix the hun- 
dreds of millions of other 
Earthlings who aren’t. 
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Y OU DON’T SEE THIS 
very often. A group of 
Muslim men is bowing 
towards Mecca, kneeling in 
prayer and chanting “Allahu 
akbar” in the basement of a 
synagogue. 

Later, the men and their 
wives break their Ramadan 
fast in a sukkah, the outdoor 
tent where observant Jews eat 
dinner during this holy period. 

I was tempted to check the 
weather report for news of an 
underworld frost, but then I 
remembered I was in Park 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29TH 

Klitgord Auditorium & Gymnasium 
285 Jay Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
From 1:00 - 4:00pm 


NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 
300 Jay Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
877.NYC.TECH • www.cltytech.cuny.edu 

Directions to City Tech: Subway IND: A,C,F to Jay Street/Borough Hall, 
IRT: 2, 3, 4, 5 to Borough Hall, BMT: M, R, to Lawrence Street, BUS: B57, B65, 
B69, B75 and buses to Downtown Brooklyn. 

Call: 718.260.5500 mrmnifitlllnl 


History, Hebrew, 
Holidays, Film & Art 
at Union Temple 

Basic Judaism for Adults 

Nov. 5 & 19, Dec. 10 & 17 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

What you always wanted to know about Jewish holidays, 
history, and more but were afraid to ask. 

Free Film Screening: HIDING AND SEEKING 

Nov. 9 at 7:30 p.m. 

In commemoration of Kristallnacht, we are showing a 
provocative documentary that explores the Holocaust's 
effect on human faith and tolerance through the story of a 
father who takes his adult Orthodox Jewish sons on an 
emotional journey to Poland. 

A discussion with director Menachem Daum follows the film. 

Ending Domestic Abuse 

Oct. 20 following the 8:15 p.m. Shabbat sen/ice. 

Rabbi Diana Monheit from the NY Board of Rabbis will speak 
on efforts to end domestic abuse in the Jewish community. 

Read Hebrew America, Level 2 

Nov. 12, 19, & Dec. 3, 10, 17 from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

A 4-week crash course in Hebrew reading for those who 
have completed Level 1 or anyone who can read the 
aleph-bet. Continental breakfast included. 

Rabbis of the Talmud: The First Reform Jews 

Nov. 29 & Dec. 6 from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Rabbi Linda Henry Goodman will examine several texts 
(in English) that illustrate how the early Rabbis deliberately 
reshaped and redirected tradition in response to the 
changing needs of society. 

Mordechai Rosenstein Art Show and Sale 

Dec. 10 at 3:00 p.m. 

World-famous artist and calligrapher Rosenstein will display 
his works of Jewish art and present a slide show. Art will be 
available for purchase. Wine and cheese reception. 


± UNION TEMPLE 



Brooklyn Do? House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

^ 7am-l0pm weekdays, Qam-lOpm weekends 


r _„._ fun 5 SAFE 

web cams - watcn your dog play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet fi long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 



Join us for our fall open house! Sunday, Oct. 22nd, 12-4pm 


Polytechnic University, 6 MetroTech Center, Brooklyn, NY 


• engineering 

• computer science 

• management 

• humanities & social science 

• biological & chemical science 


Please RSVP 

phone: 1-800-polytech 
e-mail: uadmit@poly.edu 
online: www.poly.edu/admit 


polytechnic 

UNIVERSITY 

Discover the Power of PolyThinking™ 


ALL THE GEAR YOU NEED! 




MUSIC STORES 



ALL MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 


FAMOUS FOR DISCOUNTS SINCE 1924! 
Brooklyn • 2600 Flatbush Ave 
(718) 951-3888 
www.samashmusic.com 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Bring back a trolley! 


C ALLS TO RESTORE TROLLEY serv- 
ice to Brooklyn probably started the day 
after trolley service — like the Dodgers 
— left Brooklyn. 

Many of those pleas, however, were based 
more on the dreamers’ romantic attachment to 
the borough’s fabled light-rail system than any 
actual vision for how such vehicles would im- 
prove the flow of cars, pedestrians, bikes and 
buses through a clogged city. 

And, of course, there was always the question 
of how to make trolleys financially viable. 

But for the first time in many years, the ro- 
mantics who crave trolley service and city plan- 
ners who seek efficient ways of moving people 
have a great opportunity to work together: 
Brooklyn needs a trolley to bring tourists and 


residents from the transit hub at Borough Hall to 
the Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO waterfront, 
where a housing and hotel development — 
which proponents say will contain a park com- 
ponent as well — is being built. 

Some residents of Brooklyn Heights, fearing 
an influx of “outsiders,” hope to prevent any 
link to the development, commonly referred to 
as “Brooklyn Bridge Park,” through the heart of 
their neighborhood. Already, they appear to 
have quashed the most-viable connection — 
from the Promenade at Montague Street down 
to the waterfront. 

As much as we might pine for Arthur Melnick’s 
plan for a three-route, multi-car, Red Hook-Down- 
town-Botanic Garden system (see story on page 
1), for now, planners would be wise to start simply. 


They should lay one set of track along Washington 
Street — a vital link from Borough Hall to DUM- 
BO that is now just a parking lot for federal court 
workers — to get people down to the waterfront. 

Trolley turnarounds at Borough Hall and at the 
already existing, though hard-to-reach, parkland 
between the Manhattan and Brooklyn bridges, 
would draw New Yorkers and tourists alike. The 
trolley would also serve the entrance to the Brook- 
lyn Bridge footpath — the worst-labeled, least- 
tourist-friendly attraction in the city. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park planners say they’ve 
ruled out a trolley, favoring buses that look like 
trolleys. Brooklyn deserves better than a fake re- 
minder of its history — that’s for second-rate cities 
that want to be like us. 

Give us a real trolley. 


LETTERS 
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More Maggie mail, despite apology 


Opting out of 
home delivery 

Since the beginning of the year, 
we've been home delivering Papers 
throughout Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Our unique system limits deliveries 
to two Papers per building (elimi- 
nating the kind of clutter caused by 
circular and menu delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates 
our free home delivery, but realize 
there are exceptions to every rule. 

If you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this 
free service, you may "opt out" of 
our delivery program by filling out 
the online form at Brooklyn Pa- 
pe rs.com/html/about/optout 
.html 


Send a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn 
Papers, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, 
NY 11201 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By email: 

Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 
All letters must be signed and 
include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writer's 
name and neighborhood are pub- 
lished with the letter). Letters may 
be edited and will not be returned. 
The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 


To the editor, 

I was disappointed to read The Pa- 
per’s apology for the front-page photo 
of actress Maggie Gyllenhaal (“Hello, 
Neighbor!” Oct. 7). 

While I personally found your publi- 
cation’s decision to run the sexy and sex- 
ist photo a puzzling one, I firmly support 
the right of our nation’s press to speak 
freely. Those who are unhappy with 
your decision have the right to react in 
writing — and you admirably printed a 
litany of letters taking you to task. 

To apologize and claim that the photo 
was “inappropriate and not in line with 
our standards,” however, demonstrates 
either that the “standards” are more vir- 
tual than actual — at least until an em- 
barrassing incident occurs — or that this 
publication is unwilling to fulfill its true 
role in the community as a leader and 
stimulant and not simply a mirror. 

The Brooklyn Papers has played a 
courageous role in questioning the At- 
lantic Yards proposal, so clearly you 
are not reticent to stimulate discussion 
or exercise community leadership. I 
must conclude, therefore, that your in- 
ternal policies and procedures require 
review and revision. 

You are a publication distributed 
without cost to the reader and your cir- 
culation is quite good. So do not apol- 
ogize for your choice of content, but 
acknowledge that your “standards” are 
real and still evolving. Do not apolo- 
gize for seeking to grab the attention of 
potential readers, but pledge to ensure 
that such efforts will always strive to 


offend as little as possible. Do not pub- 
licly chastise your staff for a profes- 
sional choice, but support their willing- 
ness to take chances. Mistakes are as 
American as free speech. 

Chris Owens, Prospect Heights 
The uniter failed in his bid for the 11th 
Congressional District seat. 

Apology lame 

To the editor, 

I’m sorry, but your printed apology 
was not enough. The choice you made 
to go with that picture went be- 
yond bad judgment and poor taste. It 
was truly offensive. 

We have copies of your paper on the 
shelf at my store as an information 
source for the neighborhood. I hesitat- 
ed putting this one out, but within two 
hours, I had to. Customers were of- 
fended by it. 

If you haven’t already apologized to 
Ms Gyllenhaal, you really should. 

I thought you were a different type 
of publication. 

Janet McGill, Prospect Heights 

The writer owns Fermented Grapes, 
a wine store 

Fire the bum! 

To the editor, 

Whoever selected and published your 
cover photo of Maggie Gyllenhaal 
should be fired. It is a tasteless and offen- 
sive display (and “display” IS the right 
word here). 


Maggie deserves better than this. I 
know she is an actress who frequently 
plays roles that are over the edge, but 
this welcome to our borough is totally 
wrong. 

Get rid of the guy who made this de- 
cision. (I’m sure it is a guy. No woman 
would have made this decision.) 

Arthur Daniels, Brooklyn Heights 

Ridge revolted 

To the editor, 

That cover was unsuitable for a fami- 
ly newspaper. Bay Ridge has always 
represented the conservative element in 
our borough, and your illustration is not 
in keeping with those values. I think 
you have done a fine job in upgrading 
the paper overall, but please don’t trash 
our social standards in the process. 

Matthew J. Hoey, Bay Ridge 

Docs needed 

To the editor, 

In your Oct. 7 piece about a new 
bank for lawyers (“New Bank for Bar- 
risters”), you quoted Marty Markowitz 
as saying, “For the biggest settlement, 
come to Brooklyn.” 

But the borough president’s advice 
has a corollary: “Leave New York, be- 
come shark chum.” Try to find a high- 
risk obstetrician for the 30-plus profes- 
sional mom close to home, since a 
majority of top settlements in ob-gyn 
malpractice came out of Brooklyn. 

E. iivente, Park Slope 


Say No’ to Yards 

To the editor, 

The key issue is development. 
Brooklyn has little oil and no gold. We 
have real estate. 

In June, we in the Park Place/Un- 
derhill Avenue Block Association 
passed a motion opposed to the current 
Atlantic Yards proposal. 

We do not believe that there are ad- 
equate plans to handle the increase in 
traffic caused by the proposed arena. 
We are also concerned about the 
change in the surrounding neighbor- 
hoods caused by high-rise housing. 

We have seen research in other 
cities that shows that such projects as 
stadiums and arenas do not provide the 
large numbers of jobs for low-income 
community residents that are often 
promised by elected officials. 

Communities are often told that 
such developments will increase tax 
revenues, but this has usually proved 
not to be hue. 

We are against the use of eminent 
domain for private development. 

As such, it is misleading to suggest 
that the Municipal Arts Society’s de- 
sign remediations to Atlantic Yards 
would satisfy the objections of the 
Park Place Underhill Avenue Block 
Association. 

We have neither discussed, nor vot- 
ed to support, any particular changes 
that would mitigate our strong and 
clear opposition to the plan. 

Susan Metz, Prospect Heights 
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Use EPIC and Medicare Drug Coverage 
Together to Save More! 


EPIC, New York State's senior prescription plan, 
has been helping eligible seniors save money on 
their prescription medications for many years. 

Now, EPIC can be used together with Medicare 
Part D coverage to help you save even more on 
your prescription medications. Medicare also 
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Nets $200 at Henry St ATM 


By Lilo H. Stainton 
and Claire McTaggart 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

A man walking along 
Henry Street in Brooklyn 
Heights was forced at 
knifepoint to withdraw 
$200 from an ATM. 

The 22-year-old was ap- 
proached at the comer of Cran- 
berry and Willow streets at 
about 6:30 pm on Oct. 13 by 
three men, who pulled knives 
and demanded cash. 

The victim came up empty- 
handed, so the three thugs es- 
corted him to a nearby ATM, 
where he withdrew $200. 

Before the trio fled, the man 
was warned, “If you call the 
cops, we will hunt you down.” 

Police are looking for three 
black males, one of whom was 
described as 5-foot-8 and was 
last spotted wearing a black 
jacket and black skullcap. 

Con-man scam 


ment of Motor Vehicles robbed 
a woman of $650 on Oct. 13. 

The woman had filled out an 
application and sent in $75. But 
when the time came to meet her 
would-be employer, the man 
demanded an additional $200 
for a “uniform fee.” 

This time, when she called 
his bluff, he snatched her wallet 
containing $575 and stated, “I 
don’t like to be made out a 
bar,” before running away from 
the meeting at the comer of 
Elm Place at Livingston Street. 

Police are looking for a 240- 
pound 59-year-old black man 
who goes by the name of 
“Mac.” He is described as hav- 
ing gray hair and a beard, and 
was last seen wearing a black 
hat, black jacket and red sneak- 

Got meds? 

A thief gave a new meaning 
to the term drive-through phar- 
macy when he broke into a doc- 
tor’s car and made away with 
prescription pads, a signature 
stamp, $800, medical tools and 


POLICE BLOTTER 


personal items. 

The Manhattan doctor had 
parked his car on Atlantic Av- 
enue at Smith Street on Oct.12. 
When he returned to it at 10:30 
pm, the trunk had been forced 
open and the bag missing. 

R rob 

A 24-year-old man was 
robbed and beaten on a Manhat- 
tan-bound R train as it left the 
Pacific Street stop on Oct. 11. 

The perp entered the front 
car, where the victim was 
standing, and instructed him to 
empty his wallet. 

The man forked over $40, 
but the thief was still suspect, 
saying, “No, I want all of your 
money.” When the victim did- 
n’t comply fast enough, the 
thug punched him and raided 
his pockets. 

The perp got off the train at 
the DeKalb Avenue station and 
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Kids Cook 
the place for 
young chefs 


By Paul Koepp 

Need a hand in the kitchen? For the 
last seven years, Brooklyn Heights 
cooking instructor Jane Ziegelman has 
been opening her home at 170 Hicks 
St., between Clark and Pierrepont 
streets, for Kids Cook, a program that 
teaches children about other cultures 
through cooking. 

Twice a week, Ziegelman and an assis- 
tant help classes of eight kids, each with 
his or her own workstation and chef’s 
apron, prepare a recipe of the day, like 
hand-wrapped Chinese dumplings. 

“The whole idea is to teach kids basic 
cooking skills while introducing them to 
foods they may have never tasted,” said 
Ziegelman, who is writing a book about 
the history of immigrant cooking on 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side. 

“If you can open their minds about 
food, maybe you can open them about 
other things as well,” she said. 

Each class — one for ages 5 to 8 and 
one for ages 9 to 13 — has a 10- week 
session, meeting either on Tuesday or 
Thursday from 3:45 to 5:15. The cost is 
$350, and information about the January 
session is available at (718) 797-0029, 
or at www.KidsCookBrooklyn.com. 



ran out. Police are looking for a 
20-year-old black man about 5- 
foot-9, last seen wearing a 
black sweatshirt, boots, jeans, 
and hat. 

A cigar store 
break-in 

A popular Downtown smoke 
shop was broken into and 
robbed of at least $1,500 in sto- 
geys and cash overnight on 
Oct. 13. 

The burglars entered the 
store, on Schermerhom Street 
near Court Street, by launching 
a brick through the glass door. 

They raided the register, ci- 
gar racks, and lighter displays. 

A security guard at a con- 
struction site nearby didn’t see 
anything. 

Sweaty retreat 

A 210-pound knife-toting 
woman made away with $50 in 
deodorant from a pharmacy on 
Court Street at Atlantic Avenue 
on Oct. 10. 

The woman filled her own 
shopping bag with the personal 
hygiene staple at about 1:30 pm 
and made a run for the door, 
where a store security guard 
tried to block the exit. 

When he attempted to grab 
the bag, the woman pulled out a 
knife, pushing him aside and 
threatening to cut him. She 
made it out of the store and ran 
into the crowd of afternoon 
shoppers. 

Police are looking for a 
black woman about 5-foot-10, 
last seen wearing braids, a 
brown shirt, blue jeans, tan 
work boots, and a military cap. 

Carjack 

Thieves stole a car that had 
been parked for the night on 
Bergen Street near Third Av- 
enue on Oct. 12, cops said. 

The 1995 maroon Honda 
Accord, worth about $3,500, 
was last seen when its owner 
parked it in front of his Boerum 
Hill apartment. 

Police are now looking for 
the car, which bears the New 
York plate, CYF-6099. 

Locker snag 

Almost every week, fitness 
fanatics are robbed of their be- 
longings while toning their pecs 
— and this week, another man 
became a statistic. 

In this case, the man had 
been exercising at his gym, on 
Boerum Place at Dean Street, 
on Oct. 6, when he noticed that 
his wallet was missing. 

The theft occurred around 5 
pm, but by the time the victim 
called his credit card company 
three hours later, more than 
$1,000 had been charged at 
clothing and electronic stores. 

Roof robber 

A thief carved a hole in the 
roof of a Bond Street supermar- 
ket and escaped with thousands 
in lottery tickets, cigarettes and 
cash, police said. 
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The Sept. 27 heist, at the gro- 
cery store near Butler Street, had 
a striking resemblance to several 
Brooklyn Heights and Down- 
town burglaries police investi- 
gated last spring. It is not known 
if the thefts are connected. 

In the latest crime, the bur- 
glar sliced through the blacktop 
near the comer of the building 
around 2:50 am. Police were at 
the scene moments later, but 
were not able to find the thief or 
the $2,700 in cash, 20 cartons 
of cigarettes or 500 scratch-off 
lotto tickets he stole from the 

Police in the 84th Precinct 
logged a string of similar rob- 
beries in late April, concluding 
with a May 1 hest at a Fulton 
Street jewelry store, near 
Bridge Street. The thief busted 
through the blacktop after the 
store closed that night and 
made off with nearly $16,000 
in gold, silver and diamond 
jewelry. 

Armed home rob 

It was one of the worst possi- 
ble welcomes. 

A woman returned to her 
home on Dwight Street in Red 
Hook on Oct. 6 to find two men 
with a black handgun waiting 
inside, police said. 

The 66-year-old victim 
walked through the door of her 
building, near Bush Street, 
around 11:30 am. The men sur- 
prised her with the weapon, 
forced her to lie down on the 
floor, and helped themselves to 
the items inside an unlocked 
safe in her bedroom. A detailed 
list of the stolen items wasn’t 
immediately available. 

The victim described her at- 
tackers as black men, both 5- 
foot-10 and roughly 145 pounds. 
The gunman had sandy-colored 
hair, black jeans and a black 
snorkel jacket. Police collected 
prints from the apartment, which 
had no signs of a break-in. 

Holy heist 

Some people head to church 
on Sunday. At least one bank 
robber chose to go to work. 

The thief targeted a bank on 
Hamilton Avenue, near Summit 
Street, for his heist, at 8 am on 
Oct. 8. He clipped the padlock 
on a parking lot fence and 
snuck through the back door of 
the building, police said. 

Once inside, the thief 
cracked open four teller draw- 
ers and stole a total of $410 in 
rolls of quarters. Some 15 min- 
utes later, he had slipped out- 
side again. 

Dog bites mom 

Talk about a twisted family 
feud. 

An argument between a moth- 
er and her adult son left the man 
in police custody and his mom 
nursing dog bites on her face, po- 
lice said. 

The Oct. 5 dispute inside an 
apartment on Baltic Street, near 
Henry Street, grew violent 


around 4 am. The 28-year-old 
son slapped his mother, age 40, 
pushed her to the floor and or- 
dered his dog to attack her. The 
canine snarled and snapped, 
leaving bite marks around her 
left eye and on her right forearm. 

The mother quickly called 
police, but refused medical 
treatment. Worse, she received 
a summons for her role in the 
dispute, police said. 

Donut shop rob 
on Court St. 

Midnight, Oct. 11: time to 
rob the donut shop. 

An employee left work at a 
Court Street donut franchise at 
1 1 pm on Oct. 10 and when he 
returned at 3 am the following 
morning, $564 was missing 
from the office cash box. 

When the worker reviewed 
the security tape, he saw the 
thief sneaking through the front 
See BLOTTER on page 4B 
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D’Town czar Chan’s ‘lofty’ business plan 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

If you build it, they will 
come — but with two-mil- 
lion- square feet of office 
space being built in 
Downtown Brooklyn, 
planners still don’t know 
who “they” are. 

Joe Chan, the new planning 
czar appointed this fall by 
Mayor Bloomberg to jump- 
start the city’s high-rise vision 
for Downtown Brooklyn, said 
last week that his top priority 
is to identify businesses to fill 
the district’s expanding num- 



Joe Chan, head of the Downtown Brooklyn Partnership. 
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her of cubicles. 

“The question is, who are the 
next wave of commercial ten- 
ants?” said Chan, president of 
the Downtown Brooklyn Part- 
nership, in a roundtable discus- 
sion with local reporters. 

“And what are the growth 
industries? Downtown Brook- 
lyn has successfully depended 
on financial sector and insur- 
ance industry. It’s clear that we 
can’t depend on them alone.” 

The City Council approved 
an upzoning of Downtown — 
and the use of eminent-do- 
main— in 2004. 

At the time, the hope was 
to snare corporations fleeing 
Lower Manhattan after 9-11, 
many of which were headed 
to New Jersey. But of 62,467 
jobs in Lower Manhattan on 
Sept. 11, only a handful ended 
up in Brooklyn. The majority 
stayed put, while 17,575 land- 
ed in Jersey. 

The result is a lot of class-A 
office space with no sure ten- 

“The Downtown Brooklyn 
rezoning was initiated in a very 
different real-estate market,” 
said Chan, “It was right after 9- 
11. The Bank of New York 
moved here. Other companies 
were looking to move. But a lot 
of the contemplated demand 
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consolidated in Manhattan. 

“[The market now] is, frank- 
ly, not as strong as we thought 


it would be, and the residential 
market is much stronger,” he 


Nonetheless, Chan, a resi- 
dent of DUMBO, is pursuing 
leads in the creative industries 


— and indicated that the trendy 
neighborhood of converted loft 
buildings and sleek towers un- 


der the Manhattan Bridge was 
the type of office district that 
took off thanks to the reloca- 
tion of publishing companies, 
architectural firms, Web design 
studios and, of course. The 
Brooklyn Papers, based at 55 
Washington St. 

Downtown Brooklyn could 
have some of the same “loft-y 
appeal” he said. 

In the wide-ranging inter- 
view at Chan’s 19th-floor of- 
fices in the heart of Down- 
town, he also said: 

• City officials have already 
promised $100 million to 
spruce up Flatbush Avenue 
and create a new gateway to 
the borough from the Manhat- 
tan Bridge to Atlantic Avenue. 

• City officials are six 
months shy of releasing a 
long-awaited call for propos- 
als to develop affordable 
housing and artists’ studios in 
a proposed Fort Greene cul- 
tural district surrounding the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music. 


Beloved music store to close 


By Paul Koepp 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Cobble Hill will lose another of 
its colorful institutions when the 
Musician’s General Store closes 
at the end of the month, squeezed 
out by soaring rents in the fast- 
changing neighborhood. 

The store’s closing after 13 years is 
no surprise to anyone following the 
exodus of artists and musicians from a 
neighborhood they can no longer af- 
ford. 

“We caught the virus” of high rents, 
said Mingo Tull, co-owner of the store 
with its well-worn wooden bar and a 
showroom filled with instruments, 
sheet music and hominess. 

“The neighborhood has priced us 
out. People are very upset because we 


had something special here.” 

Tull said he and co-owner Roseann 
Natale paid $2,500 in rent when the 
store moved from Amity Street to 
Court Street 10 years ago, and it has 
increased every year to $8,000 today. 
Commercial rents have gone up 25 to 
50 percent over the past two years, 
Cobble Hill real-estate brokers esti- 

“People are willing to pay $9,000 or 
$10,000” for a space like Tull’s, said 
Alex Calabretta of Cobble Heights Re- 
alty. 

Such “people” however, aren’t mu- 
sicians like Mark Smith and Dan 
Pritchard, who have moved away, but 
still shop at the store. 

“There’s no other music store like 
this,” said Smith, who has bought two 
bass guitars from Tull and Natale. 


“The closing is a shame. This neigh- 
borhood has nothing now.” 

Pritchard went further: “How many 
freakin’ bagel shops and kids’ clothing 
stores do you need? Every block, it’s 
the same thing. This was a one-of-a- 
kind place.” 

Another customer said the “imper- 
sonal” feel of major retailers like the 
Guitar Center, which opened at the At- 
lantic Terminal Mall almost a year 
ago, can’t compare with the ambience 
of the Musician’s General Store. 

Tull agreed: “It’s the Manhattaniza- 
tion of Brooklyn. It doesn’t feel like a 
village anymore. [It’s] more like a 
commercial center.” 

But Tull said the Guitar Center ac- 
tually helped his business, sending his 
way customers who needed repairs, 
music lessons and a wider variety of 


hands-on services that a chain store 
can’t give. 

He and Natale will stay in Cobble 
Hill, where they are lifelong residents, 
offering music lessons at the Micro 
Museum on Smith Street. 

And Tull said he would have a hand 
in the evolution of the neighborhood: 
he plans to work with his best friend 
and landlord, a real-estate developer. 

“If you can’t beat ‘em, join 'em,” he 


Correction 

An article in our Oct. 7 issue report- 
ed that Ken Diamondstone won the 
Brooklyn portion of the state Senate 
district in his primary race against in- 
cumbent Martin Connor. In fact, Con- 
nor won Brooklyn by a vote of 3,864- 
3,806 en route to winning the primary. 


BLOTTER... 


Continued from page 4A 
door of the shop, near Carroll 
Street, leaping over the counter 
and disappearing into the base- 

Police suspect a former em- 
ployee is to blame. There was 
no damage to the door frame. 

Stash stolen 

Keeping money in the mat- 
tress — or under the kitchen 
counter — can be costly. 

A Carroll Gardens senior 
may be considering a savings 
account after he lost $3,000 
hidden in his kitchen to a bur- 
glar who wandered through an 
unlocked door at his Third 
Place home on Oct. 7, police 

The 74-year-old victim left 
his apartment, at the comer of 
Court Street, around noon to do 
his shopping. When he re- 
turned at 1:40 pm, the thief had 
removed the envelope of cash, 
which he had stashed under his 
kitchen counter for safe keep- 
ing. 

Thwart burglars 

Talk about being caught in 
the act. 

Police arrested three young 
men after a homeowner discov- 
ered them breaking into his 
Washington Avenue home on 
Oct. 16. 

The 36-year-old resident was 
walking down the block with 
his next-door neighbor, also 36, 
around 4:30 pm when he spot- 
ted the trio near his home, be- 
tween Fulton Street and At- 
lantic Avenue. 

One boy was trying to force 
open a first-floor window, 
while a second would-be thief 
struggled with the metal securi- 
ty gate covering the basement 
door. The third prowler was sta- 
tioned as a lookout. 

But that lookout may need 
his eyes checked, because the 
victim and his friend got quite 
close before the three potential 
burglars bolted. They made it 
less than a block before police 
caught up with them, placing 
the three suspects — ages 16, 
17 and 21 — under arrest on at- 
tempted burglary charges. 

Snack attack 

A case of the munchies cost 
one teacher dearly. 

The 31-year-old victim’s lap- 
top disappeared when she left it 
on top of a vending machine at 
Pratt Institute on Oct. 14, police 


The woman, an employee of 
the Board of Education, 
stopped at a snack machine in 
the school’s Steuben Hall at 
around noon. She placed the 
computer atop the machine, 
purchased the snack, and left 
the art school through a gate on 
Willoughby Avenue, between 
Hall Street and Emerson Place. 

She realized her mistake and 
returned two hours later, but the 
laptop had disappeared. The HP 
computer belonged to the 
Board of Education. 

Cop’s car taken 

It took auto thieves less than 
five minutes to steal a sedan 
owned by a police officer — 
and they scored several rounds 
of ammunition, his NYPD 
parking permit and other valu- 
ables, police reports show. 

The 35-year-old officer, a 
Bensonhurst resident, parked 
his 2001 Mitsubishi Galant on 
Flatbush Avenue Extension, 
near Prince Street, at 6:20 pm 
on Oct. 16. When he returned, 
just five minutes later, the black 
sedan had disappeared without 

The officer said the follow- 
ing items were also inside the 
car: his insurance and vehicle 
registration cards, his gun belt, 
a Mace canister, the parking 
pass, two 9-mm magazines, and 
a Sony Playstation Portable 
with a half-dozen games. All to- 
gether, the items were worth 
about $5,500, he said. 


Mystery lift 

A woman’s cellphone disap- 
peared while she rode a Fort 
Greene elevator on Oct. 15, ac- 
cording to police reports. 

The 27 -year-old victim en- 
tered the lift at 8:20 pm inside 
her Carlton Avenue building, 
near Park Avenue. Her cell- 
phone was pinned to her hip. 
But when she left the lift mo- 
ments later, the woman realized 
her mobile was missing. 

It wasn’t clear if she was 
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alone in the elevator or not. The 
woman claimed the phone was 
worth $700. 

Crack-user bust 

One thing just led to another. 

Police moved in to investi- 
gate a woman after spotting her 
with an open liquor bottle on 
Downing Street, near Gates Av- 
enue, around 8:50 pm, on Oct. 
16 — and the search revealed 
an empty glass vial with white 
residue. 

The substance was later de- 
termined to be crack, so the 46- 
year-old was arrested on crimi- 
nal drug possession charges. 

Lost luxury 

Jaguars are fast, but they 
can’t escape on their own. 

Someone stole a 2002 X- 
type sedan from its spot on 
South Elliot Place, near Fulton 
Street, between 7 pm and 9:30 
pm on Oct. 9, police said. 

The Bronx man who owns 
the car admitted he first blamed 
the bank for re-possessing the 
luxury vehicle, which he valued 
at $21,000. But when he 
learned his payments were up 
to date, he reported the car as 

Nab graffitist 

Police arrested a 15-year-old 
vandal for leaving his artistic 
mark on a desk at Brooklyn 
Technical High School on Oct. 
16. 

A teacher saw the student at 
work on the artwork around 10 
am inside the cafeteria of the 
school on Fort Greene Place, 
near DeKalb Avenue. Half an 
hour later, the vandal was in 
police custody, facing fourth- 
degree criminal mischief char- 
ges. 

Bugged out 

A pre-dawn argument left 
one woman nursing her wounds 
in police custody and a man 
temporarily blinded by bug 
spray, police said. 

Both individuals filed a com- 
plaint against the other after the 
Oct. 15 brouhaha at a bodega 
on Fifth Avenue, near Flatbush 
Avenue. 

The dispute grew violent 
shortly before 6 am, when the 
24-year-old woman blasted the 
man, 29, with insect repellent. 
The man, blinded and enraged, 
swung wildly at the woman, 
landing several blows. 

Police arrested the woman 
on assault charges. They pho- 
tographed her injuries and took 
her own complaint of abuse, 
but declined to arrest the man. 
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Talk about leaving a 
paper trail. 

Police got the name and ad- 
dress of a man who broke into 
a car on Shore Road on Oct. 


* * + * 
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14 because the robber dropped 
his wallet as he fled the scene. 

The robber had stolen sev- 
eral credit cards, a 30-day 
MetroCard and $4 from a 
1991 Dodge sedan parked 
near 96th Street, around 5:15 
am. But when he fled, his wal- 
let did not. 

As of Tuesday, the case 
against the 45-year-old sus- 
pect, a Sunset Park resident, 
was pending. The man could 
face grand larceny charges. 

Cash snatcher 

A young Bay Ridge woman 
forgot the golden rule of city 
safety: don’t count your mon- 
ey on the street. 

The lapse cost her $100. 
But the thief paid a higher 
price: his freedom. 

Police arrested a suspect 
who allegedly snatched the 
cash from the 26-year-old vic- 
tim’s hand around 7 pm on 
Oct. 12 while she stood on the 
comer of Bay Ridge and Fifth 

The 26-year-old was 
charged with grand larceny — 
not robbery — because the 
theft did not involve force. 

Rob doc again 

Someone stole $2,000 from 
a doctor’s office on Fort 
Hamilton Parkway last week, 
the second theft at the com- 
plex this year. 

The latest robbery occurred 
between 4:15 and 4:40 pm on 
Oct. 12, police said. The cash 
disappeared from an unlocked 
office inside the building, near 
Bay Ridge Avenue, police 

Earlier this year, thieves 
stole computers and a smaller 
amount of cash, but details on 
that crime were not immedi- 
ately available. 

Electronics gone 

A burglar stole $1,280 in 
valuables from a Bay Ridge 
Parkway home last week, po- 
lice said. 

The thief entered the home, 
between Fort Hamilton Park- 
way and 10th Avenue, be- 
tween 3 am on Oct. 12 and 1 
am the following morning. It 
was not clear how the burglar 
got inside, or how much dam- 


age resulted. 

The 21 -year-old resident 
said her silver chain, 40 high- 
end DVDs, a Motorola Razr 
cellphone, a Canon digital 
camera and $250 were taken. 

Lights out 

Someone vandalized a late- 
model Lexus parked overnight 
on Ovington Avenue, police 

The 44-year-old owner said 
she parked her white, 2004 
sedan near the comer of 10th 
Avenue, around 9 pm on Oct. 
11. When she returned at 8:30 
morning, she found 


that 


had t 


t the 


halogen headlights — valued 
at nearly $3,000 on the illicit 
auto parts market — from the 
vehicle. The fender had also 
been crumpled. 


62nd Precinct 


Bank heist 

A thief armed with a gun 
and a note robbed a Shore 
Parkway bank on Oct. 11, po- 
lice said. 

The robber wandered into 
the bank building, east of Bay 
Parkway, around 1 pm and 
walked up to teller #3. He 
placed a black handgun on the 
counter and passed her a note 
that read, “I have a gun. Ten 
thousand in large bills.” 

The teller shoved an unde- 
termined amount of cash into 
a bag — along with a dye 
pack, designed to explode and 
color the stolen bills. The thief 
grabbed the bag and bolted, 
jumping into a silver BMW 
and peeled away down Bay 
Parkway. 

Witnesses managed to 
record a possible license plate 
number for the BMW and 
also got the tag number on a 
black Mercedes that was 
parked next to the BMW and 
left at the same time. 

Armed mug 

A trio of gun-toting men 
robbed a man on Dahill Road 
on Oct. 15, police said. 

The three men approached 
the 28-year-old victim near 
the comer of 65th Street at 
10:15 pm, and one of them 


pulled the gun and insisted [f 
you don't have any money, I 
will kill you.” 

The thief then reached into 
the victim’s pocket, plucked 
out his wallet, which held 
$300, plus credit cards. 

But before the trio disap- 
peared, one of the thugs 
punched the victim in the 
face, leaving his left cheek 
bruised. 

Details on the suspects 
were not available. 

Early beating 

A trio of teens beat and 
slashed a younger boy leaving 
a New Utrecht Avenue sub- 
way station on Oct. 11, police 
said. 

The 14-year-old victim left 
the Coney Island-bound D 
train at the 79th Street station, 
around 8 am. 

As he stepped onto the plat- 
form, the teenage thugs 
jumped him, punching him re- 
peatedly in the face, leaving 
swelling and bruises. The 
brutes then pulled out a knife 
and slashed the victim under 
his left eye. 

The victim couldn’t provide 
many details on his attackers. 
Their motive also remained a 
mystery. 

See COPS on page 4B 


BAY RIDGE / DYKER HEIGHTS 
RENS0NHERST 


INDOOR 

TENNIS 

at REGINA PACIS 


OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday, November 5th • 1 pm - 3 pm 

at Regina Pads Tennis Court 
66th Street & 1 2th Avenue 


Best Prices! Top Instruction! 

• Pee Wee Programs 

Ages 4 - 6 years 

• Junior Programs 

Ages 7 - 16 years, all levels 

• Junior Tournament Training Programs 

For the serious player 

• Adult Beginner Clinics 

• Intermediate and Advanced Adult 
Programs 

• Mens & Womens leagues 

718 - 745-7776 


Select a Fertility Practice 

That Ensures Your Success 


All Services DELIVERED Under One Roof 

Richard V. Grazi MD & David B. Seifer MD, 

voted New York's Best Doctors of 2006 by MAGAZINE 

and listed in America's Top Doctors, are participating providers 
for GHI, Aetna, Blue Cross, Cigna, Oxford, The Empire Plan and 
United Healthcare. Genesis is recognized by NY State as a Center 
of Excellence for consumers seeking quality healthcare. 

GENESIS Fertility & Reproductive Medicine 

VI Um Ufa. 

1355 84th Street • Brooklyn, NY 11228 • Tel: 718-283-8600 • www.genesisfertility.com 


SWITCHING TO A BETTER MEDICARE PLAN 
IS EASY. LIVING WITH A PLAN THAT MAY 
NOT BE RIGHT FOR YOU, THAT'S HARD. 




IF YOU’RE NOT SURE WHETHER YOUR CURRENT PLAN BEST SUITS 
YOUR NEEDS, WE CAN HELP. At Health Net, we’ve made it easy for you to switch 
to a better plan. Together, we’ll walk through the Health Net color quiz. Based on your 
answers, we’ll help you figure out which one of our simple, color-coded plans may be right 
for you. 

WE OFFER A VARIETY OF PLANS. 

• Combined medical and drug plans from $0 per month. 

• A drug plan option with no gap in generic drug coverage. 

• No copayments for most preventive services. 

• Plans that include dental coverage. 


FIND OUT MORE BY ATTENDING A LOCAL SEMINAR. 


October 23 rd , 25 th , 30 th & November 1 st 
10:00 A.M. & 11:30 A.M. 
Georges Restaurant 
3701 3 th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11220 


October 26 th 
10:00 A.M. 
Bridgeview Diner 
9011 3 rd Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 


October 27 th 
10:00 A.M. 
Foursome Diner 
3074 Avenue U 
Brooklyn, NY 11229 


October 31 st 
10:00 A.M. 
Galaxy Diner 
805 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11207 


Call 1-800-949-2512 ext. 2163 to reserve your seat at a seminar. 

(TTY) 1 - 888 - 747-2424 for the hearing impaired, 8 A.M. - 8 P.M., 7 days a week. 

WWW.ABETTERDECISION.COM 


Health Net of New York, Inc. is an organization with a separate annually renewed Medicare contract and is a subsidiary of Health Net, Inc. Anyone with Medicare Part A and Part B 
may apply. Beneficiaries must continue to pay their Part B premium (and Part A, if applicable), if not otherwise paid for by Medicaid or another third party. The availability of coverage 
beyond the current contract year (2007) is not guaranteed. Health Net® is a registered service mark of Health Net, Inc. All rights reserved. A sales representative will be present with 
information and applications. To arrange for accommodation for persons with special needs at sales meetings, call 1-800-949-2512 ext. 2163, (TTY) 1-888-747-2424 for the hearing impaired, 
8 A.M. - 8 P.M., 7 days a week. H3366_2007_071 (10/06) 
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• 65 years in business • Friendly, courteous people 

• Fast, reliable service • Serving all five boroughs 

• Radio dispatched • Airport transportation 

• Nice cars • Corporate accounts welcome 


Open 24 hours / 7 days a week 

(718) 238-4440 • (718) 972-5900 


Locals 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Nearly a year has passed 
since Mayor Bloomberg 
promised to staunch the 
stench from the Owls 
Head Water Pollution 
Control Plant, and the 
update is ... it still stinks. 

“No one seems to want to 
do anything about it,” said Bill 
Wixted, who has lived near 
the plant, located on Shore 
Road by 67th Street, for 40 
years. 

Like Wixted, neighbor 
Eileen Gallagher reminisces 


Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 
less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 
As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 
on ABC & Fox News 

® 13 



• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage; 


Dr. Tony is recognized a; 


of the Mini Dental Implant. 


*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 
*with a puchase of MDI 


. 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 


NETWORKING PRODUCTIONS GROUP presents 

Living with Style 
in Bay Ridge 


: City dragging feet 


fondly of the days when she 
could open her windows to 
the breeze off the Narrows. 

“Now, I keep my windows 
shut all the time,” said Gal- 
lagher, who has lived on 
Shore Road and 68th Street 


since 1981. “I think the smell 
has gotten continually worse.” 
Since at least the 1980s, 
residents have complained of 
a sewage-like odor emanating 
from the wastewater station. 
The 54-year old plant, one 


of 14 across the city, process- 
es 120 million gallons of dirty 
water every day. 

It serves nearly 800,000 
residents — but the unlucky 
ones who live nearby suffer 
the stench. 


A Golden opportunity 


for The Brooklyn Papers 

Having trouble with 311? Want the 411 
on 911? Can’t figure out the new leaf-dis- 
posal rules? 

Then state Sen. Marty Golden wants you to 
join him at a town hall meeting next week. 

The Bay Ridge Republican will be joined by 
reps from the NYPD, FDNY, the Sanitation De- 
partment and other city agencies who will an- 


swer questions and respond to complaints. 

After all, as Golden told The Bay Ridge Pa- 
per, “The quality of life of our community de- 
pends greatly on the partnership between the 
residents and city agencies.” 

The meeting will be held on Oct. 26 at 7 pm 
at the Shore Hill Residence (9000 Shore Rd. En- 
trance on 91st Street). Call (718) 238-6044 for in- 
formation. — Christie Rizk 


Third Ave. Pioneers honor Basil, 
'Soprano/ but charge for drinks 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

There was some confu- 
sion about whether the bar 
was open or cash, but the 
Pioneers of Third Avenue 
happily toasted the win- 
ners of their Civil Service 
Awards on Monday at 
Areo restaurant. 

Harriet Rosenberg, Anthony 


Pennacchio and the om- 
nipresent Basil Capetanakis 
(whose real-estate office is ac- 
tually closer to Fifth Avenue) 
were this year’s honorees. 

Joe Gannascoli — known 
for his spaghetti sauce, his 
murder-mystery, “A Meal to 
Die For,” and for being a “So- 
prano” — was named an 
“honorary” Pioneer. 

“At one time, there were 


empty stores up and down 
Third Avenue,” said state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge). 
“But thanks to the Pioneers, 
and their honorees, you can’t 
find an empty store today.” 

Borough President Marko- 
witz, sticking to his diet, did not 
even take a nibble from a buffet 
featuring delicacies from neigh- 
borhood restaurants. 

Glasses of wine were $9. 


COPS 

Continued from page 4A 

Habla Espanol 

A man lost $100 to a thief 
who jumped him from behind 
with a knife on Oct. 15, police 

The victim was walking on 
18 th Avenue, near 84th Street, 
when the robber appeared be- 
hind him, at 10:20 pm. The 
man pulled a knife and insist- 
ed, “Dinero!” The 47-year-old 
victim understood clearly and 
pulled out his wallet for the 
thief. 

The robber grabbed the 
billfold and bolted. 

Pill fiends 



ilth Concious Kitchen 

Cafe • Juicebar • Grill 

Serving Breakfast, ‘ 
Lunch and Dinner ' 

[ 7417 Third Ave., Bay Ridge • 718.680.690^ 

OPEN: Mon-Sat: 10am-9pm; Sun: llam-5pm 


at Owls Head 


And their elected officials 
suffer the complaints — and 
they’re getting fed up, too. 

“The mayor made a major 
proclamation last winter [but] 
we’re coming up on the end of 
that year with literally nothing 
done on this issue,” said City 
Councilman Vince Gentile (D- 
Bay Ridge). 

“They’re dragging their 
feet.” 

For its part, the Department 
of Environmental Protection 
defends its approach, saying it 
wants to do the job right. 

“We have hired a consultant 
to do an odor survey of the en- 
tire plant and the surrounding 
community,” said department 
spokeswoman Natalie Milkier. 


She said that preliminary in- 
vestigation is focusing on 
open-topped machines called 
launders, which disinfect 
wastewater. 

“[We’re] evaluating meth- 
ods for covering [them],” she 

The survey should be com- 
pleted by the end of October, 
Milkier added. 

Of course, there’s no guar- 
antee that the community will 
trust the agency’s findings. 
Gentile is calling for an inde- 
pendent analysis. 

“We don’t [want to] end up 
going back and forth with our 
saying there is a problem, and 
them saying there isn’t a prob- 
lem,” he said. 


Fast Alterations 
Dry Cleaning 



Tailor J, Inc. 

278 73rd St. 
(718) 833-8725 

tailorj.com 
Mon-Sat: 8:00am-7pm 


XJE! 

r 

M UES 


FIND 

New 1 & 2 Family Homes On Staten Island 

718 - 227-1600 

www.opal-ridge.com 


Mailboxes 

2 months FREE! 


plus FREE incoming fax service 


*1,000 BUSINESS CARDS for $40* 


I fed. Authorized FedEx Shipping Center I 
FedEx Air pick up 7pm 


T^T'Y^'#^ 6904 Colonial Road 
" (7X8) 238-4200 

Postal Service Mon-Fri: 9« m -8p m; Sat: IOam-5pm 


Making friends and connections 

Community Resource Expo 
and Networking Mixer 

Come mix and mingle with local 
business, professional and community members 


Wednesday, November 15, 6 -8pm 

Best Western Gregory 

8315 Fourth Avenue, Bay Ridge 

$20 per person 

Continental Buffet • Half Price Drinks 


A pair of desperate robbers 
used a knife to steal drugs 
from a pharmacy on Avenue 
0, police said. 

The pair broke into the 
drugstore, on Avenue 0, 
around noon on Oct. 12. 

They flashed a knife, 
threatened the employee on 
duty and demanded he turn 
over the pills. 

The clerk complied and the 
junkies fled the store with the 
drugs before workers could 
get a good description. 

Got ’em! 

Police arrested a 13-year- 
old boy who grabbed a cell- 
phone from the hand of a 
classmate on Oct. 13. 

The victim, also age 13, 
was on Bay Parkway, near 
65th Street, around 3 pm 
when the thief crept up behind 
him. The teenager grabbed the 
cell from the boy’s hand and 
bolted. 


Make checks payable to: Networking Productions Group 
Mail to: Ruth M. Berg, 9303 Shore Road, 2H, Brooklyn 1 1209 

RSVP (718) 238-8493 

SPONSORS: Best Western Gregory Hotel, The Brooklyn Papers, 

Connors & Sullivan Law Offices, Velsor Realty Elements of Style Fashion Jewelry 


But he didn’t get far. Police 
nabbed the minor on grand 
larceny charges moments lat- 
er. Both boys attend the same 
high school, cops said. 


Brooklyn's home page: 

( vfcooklyn 
m apers com 


Caleps Productions pna* t 

Come sail with the most beautiful, truly passionate Italian cruise line in the world! ||lj wO a O 

Party your vacation away with the hottest band on the scene: The Caleps & Caleps Dj _ ® 

Entertainment! Guaranteed to make your get away a memorable one. Let’s get this party started! with Caleps Travel only 

MSC OPERA 

special live performances 

MC Showboat 


Amuka 

All Kids 17 & Under 

Are FREE 


Dj Peter 
Venuto 

The Caleps 



A You Wanted New Islands! 

★ You Wanted New Acts! 

A You Wanted A Real Italian Cruise Line 
A You Want To Party Like Never Before 
A You Wanted An Extended Cruise 

vou iot it!!! 


Friday Feb 16th to Tuesday Feb 27th 
calepsdj.com • (718) 234-3400 



Several ways for 
your business to 
save on energy 


Join Southwest Brooklyn IDC and Con Edison as we explore the 
commercial energy/gas market and discover ways your business 
can save when you buy energy from an energy service company 
(ESCO). You’ll have the opportunity to meet with several of these 
ESCOs, as well as other companies that complement their services. 


ENERGY EVENT TOPICS INCLUDE: 

issues surrounding energy deregulation 

how to work with ESCOs and save you money 

how you can save when companies trade energy credits 

get paid to reduce your energy usage 

help reduce brown-outs in NYC 


This event is FREE for businesses in the Beard Street Warehouse and 
members of Southwest Brooklyn IDC. Admission for others is $20. 
Breakfast will be provided. 


OCTOBER 25, 8:30 AM 
499 Van Brunt Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231 

Parking is available at the new Fairway store 
(just half a block from the event location along Brooklyn’s historic waterfront). 


To RSVP, please contact Chris Shepard 
718-965-3100 xl06 or cshepard@swbidc.org 


This event is co-sponsored by Con-Edison 
and the Dept, of Small Business Services 
and is open to all business owners in NYC. 
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Maimonides offers the people 
of Brooklyn three things 
other great cancer centers don’t. 

Location. Location. Location. 
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Cancer. In one way or another it’s an illness that 
has touched all of us. 

This year, close to 50,000 people in Brooklyn will 
be diagnosed with this disease. 

The good news is that over the last several years 
remarkable breakthroughs 
have been made in its early 
detection and treatment. 
The great news for the 



people of Brooklyn is these breakthroughs are now 
available at the Maimonides Cancer Center. Located 
at the corner of 64th St. and 8th Ave., it is the bor- 
ough’s first and only dedicated cancer center. 

Opened in 2005, the Center offers the very latest 
in cancer technology, like the fused PET/multi-slice 
helical CT scanner. The scanner gives an ultra-pre- 
cise picture of active tumors and their location al- 
lowing the board-certified doctors at Maimonides to 


plan radiation therapies and deliver radiation with 
pinpoint accuracy. 

Of course, one thing that separates Maimonides 
from other cancer centers is that we also take great 
pride in treating the “whole” person. That means be- 
ing sensitive to the needs of patient and family alike. 

The cure for cancer may be down the road, but for 
the people of Brooklyn the best cancer care is right 
around the corner. 


Maimonides 

Medical Center 
Passionate about medicine. 
Compassionate about people. 


Maimonides. 

Brooklyn’s only dedicated cancer center. 


For more information visit www.maimonidesmed.org or call (718) 765-2500. 
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Smartmom takes on homework, 
except when it's been assigned 


S MARTMOM WAS IN 
one of her rages after at- 
tending Tuesday night’s 
discussion at the Seventh Av- 
enue Barnes & Noble with the 
authors of “The Case Against 
Homework: How Homework 
is Hurting Our Children and 
What We Can Do About It.” 
And it wasn’t just because 
she forgot to take her anti-de- 
pressants for a couple of days 
(though that didn’t help — 
just ask Hepcat). 

Smartmom was in a rage 
because the book’s authors, 
Nancy Kalish and Sara Ben- 
nett, confirmed something 
that Smartmom has felt for a 
long time: homework is min- 
ing everyone’s life. 

There is almost no evi- 
dence that homework helps 
elementary students achieve 
academic success, and there is 
little evidence that it helps 
older students. The authors 
draw on academic research, 
interviews with parents, edu- 
cators, kids and their own ex- 
perience as parents at a Park 
Slope private school. 

So what gives? If the re- 
search is so convincing, why 
do the schools persist in as- 
signing super-sized amounts 
of homework? 

In a word: parents. 

Most parents are unaware 
of the research and blindly 
believe that it’s good for their 
children because the teachers 
and administrators say so. 

But that’s not the only rea- 
son. Parents want bang for 
their buck. From the Apgar to 


FAMILY 

CLASSIFIEDS 


(MCg© 

The Party Clown & Magician 

Birthday parties and special 


:, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 

718-434-9697 9 
917-318-9092 


Magical Entertainmi 



the SAT, Slopers want high 
scores and high achievement 
from their overscheduled 
kids. 

For many parents, the 
amount of homework their 
kids do is a badge of honor. 
Read the subtitles: “My kid 
spent the whole weekend do- 
ing homework” 
lates as “My 
kid is going 
to Harvard.” 

But guess 
what? If the re- 

rect, your kids 
can be super- 
achievers with- 
out homework. In 
fact, one of the 
best predictors of 
academic success 
is the family dinner 
table, which many 
local kids rarely have 
because they’re, you guessed it, 
too busy doing homework 

But not all family dinner 
tables are created equal. Sure, 
Smartmom’s family loves to 
discuss string theory over pas- 
ta primavera. But some dinner 
conversation is just not all 
that elevated. 

A teacher did speak up dur- 
ing the discussion at Barnes 
and Noble and defended “well- 
thought-out homework” as 
beneficial for kids who won’t 
find enrichment at home. And 
many parents, she said, think 
scads of homework is a great 
way to limit the amount of 
television their kids watch. 

But what’s so bad about tele- 
vision, anyway? Less home- 


SMART 

1114)111 




By Louise Crawford 


work would mean 
that Teen Spirit and 
OSFO could watch 
multiple episodes 
of “The Simp- 
sons,” where they 
can learn just 
about everything 
they need to 
know about 
western civiliza- 
And who can disagree 
that “House” offers a top- 
notch education in medical 
ethics and cell biology? 

So who’s right? A teacher 
on the front lines or Kalish, a 
journalist, and Bennett, a 
lawyer, who have spent the 
last few years trying to de- 
bunk an activity that they said 
is detrimental to family rela- 
tionships? 

Since first grade, Smart- 
mom and Teen Spirit have 
had nightly battles about 
homework. Buddha knows, 
she is not proud to admit that 
when Teen Spirit was in third 
grade, she slapped (yes, 
slapped) him in the face when 
he refused to write about a 
memory in his writer’s note- 


“I don’t have any memo- 
ries,” he said. 

“Of course you have mem- 
ories,” she said. 

“Not any that I want to 
write about for homework.” 

For those who are familiar 
with these kinds of home- 
work battles, the book offers 
practical advice about how 
parents can change home- 
work policies at their schools. 

At the Berkeley-Carroll 
School, a private institution in 
Park Slope, Bennett, a crimi- 
nal defense appeals attorney, 
challenged the school’s home- 
work policy after discovering 
that her children were doing 
four hours a night. And she 
wasn’t afraid to be dubbed a 
troublemaker when she or- 
ganized a parents group to 
discuss the situation. 

After the reading, Smart- 
mom felt like throwing out 
every bright red homework 
folder, marble notebook, 
homework organizer, and read- 
ing log in the apartment. Espe- 
cially, the ubiquitous reading 
log, where students are re- 
quired to document the name 
of the book and author, as well 


Facepaint • Cotton Candy • Bounce Ten 

HALLOWEEN SPECIALS 

917-549-1272 


SLOPE MUSIC 


DRUM LESSONS 

All Styles, Levels, & Ages (6+) 
Carroll Gardens Studio 
Will travel to you! 

Call Jordan (B.F.A., M.M.) 
(347) 262-7614 


Children’s Party 

ENTERTAINMENT 

LOTS OF FUN!! 

W,, (7l7p28 e -6310 Ce ’ 
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Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


□ Optimal educational equipment 0 Spacious Classrooms 


□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 



Is your child struggling? 
Need extra support? 


917-589-4495 


T72-I J-l-i'X- 1 

Opening All the Right Doors 
for Students to Succeed 

From volunteer trips to New Orleans after Katrina, to chavruta learning in 
our joint Ramaz/Yeshiva University program, to our science partnership 
with Israel's Weizmann Institute, a Ramaz Upper School education opens 
up a world of scholarship, communal service and spirituality, 
o Academic excellence and scholarship unparalleled in distinction 
o Torah study and religious growth unmatched in inspiration 
o Performing and fine arts unrivalled in creativity 
o Connection to Israel, community service and social activism 
unsurpassed in passion 

Ramaz - Opening doors to four generations of students 

Open House-Ramaz Upper School 
Sunday, October 29 at 9:30 AM 

60 East 78th Street, New York City 


as the number of pages, they 

The whole idea of making 
kids accountable for what 
they’ve read is a surefire way to 
turn kids off to reading altogeth- 
er. And that’s not a good thing, 
when reading is the single 
homework activity that is asso- 
ciated with academic success. 

Smartmom found herself 
very excited, even agitated, as 
she discussed Bennett and 
Kalish’s book with Hepcat, who 
had also been at the reading. 

“Parents of Park Slope, 
unite,” she shouted out as if 
processed by the revolution- 
ary spirit of the anti-home- 
work book. 

“You have nothing to lose 
but your children’s homework 
folders and years of fighting 
about something that is use- 
less and stupid!” 

Standing on the green 
leather couch with her finger 
in the air, Smartmom sudden- 
ly heard Teen Spirit’s voice. 

“Mom, Does this mean I 
don’t have to do homework 
anymore?” he asked softly. 

“What are you kidding?” 
Smartmom replied. 

“But you just said home- 
work is useless and stupid,” 
Teen Spirit said. 

“I said no such thing, bud- 
dy,” she replied. “No such 


Fourth Ave could 
get school for free 


Plan would trade 
construction costs 
for housing rights 

By Christie Rizk 


gravy tram. 

The Department of Educa- 
tion is looking for an outside 
developer to build a new pub- 
lic school on the Park Slope 
side of the rapidly gentrifying 
boulevard in exchange for the 
right to develop 12 stories of 
new housing. 

It doesn’t take a calculus 
lesson to add up the advan- 
tages of the deal. The city gets 
a bigger school at no cost, the 
developer gets the residential 
portion of the project — and 
kids get a first-hand lesson on 
gentrification, development 
and politics. 

After all, critics complain 
that such deals create state-of- 
the-art schools in tony neigh- 
borhoods, leaving the less-for- 
tunate to fight over the city’s 
limited pool of school con- 
struction money. 

But city officials dispelled 
that fear. 

“If you have an area where 
[this kind of deal is] economi- 
cally viable, I see no reason 
not to invite the private sector 
in,” said Jamie Smarr, execu- 
tive director of the Education- 
al Construction Fund, a public 
agency established to develop 
and finance these dual-occu- 
pancy schools. 

Smarr added that city mon- 
ey is actually freed up by such 
private-public school projects 
because they are financed 
with tax-exempt bonds. 

The PS 133 parcel — 
which is between Butler and 
Baltic streets — would be the 
17th such partnership that the 
ECF has made with private 
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If a city plan goes through, PS 133, on Fourth Avenue be- 
tween Butler and Baltic streets, would be knocked down 
after it is replaced with housing — and a new school. 


developers — but the first in 
Brooklyn. 

“Brooklyn has high proper- 
ty values [so] we can try it 
here,” said Smarr, who 
claimed the 14 completed 
schools — all in Manhattan, 
and most of which were com- 
pleted in the 1970s — turned 
out to be good deals. 

The most-recent project, 
completed in 1998, was a new 
building for PS/IS 89 in Low- 
er Manhattan. The school is 
home to 700 students, and the 
adjoining residential building 
added 151 apartments to the 
neighborhood. 

“[This kind of deal] aug- 
ments what the city is able to 
do,” Smarr said. 

The developer controls the 
type of housing — luxury, 


low-income, mixed-income — 
that is built, while the ECF 
concerns itself only with the 
school, Smarr said. 

The current building hous- 
ing PS 133 was built in 1900 
and it would take millions to 
bring it up to 21st-century 
standards. 

“It has a host of deferred- 
maintenance issues,” was the 
way Smarr chose to put it. 

The new building would 
not only be state-of-the-art, but 
also hold 530 students, nearly 
double the current capacity. 

As soon as it is completed, 
the old facility will be demol- 

Bids from developers were 
due this week, and Smarr esti- 
mates that the new PS 133 will 
be ready in about three years. 
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Director considers Norway’s love affair with its native playwright 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 

T he Brooklyn Academy of Music is fol- 
lowing up the triumphant success of the 
March production of Henrik Ibsen’s 
“Hedda Gabler,” with another Ibsen classic, 
“The Wild Duck.” 

While the Sydney Theatre Company’s 
“Hedda” starred screen siren Cate Blanchett 
(“The Lord of the Rings” and “The Aviator”), 
the National Theatre of Norway’s production of 
“The Wild Duck,” which is rarely seen in the 
U.S., promises to focus the audience’s attention 
squarely on their native son’s text and message. 

Director Eirik Stubp [pronounced I-rik 
STU-buh] said the play is not just better 
known in Norway than on these shores, it’s a 
“national monument.” 

“It’s a masterpiece,” he told GO Brooklyn in 
a phone interview from his Oslo home Mon- 
day. “[‘The Wild Duck’] is definitely one of Ib- 
sen’s three or four greatest. That’s quite obvi- 
ous, but it’s not as popular worldwide as ‘A 
Doll’s House,’ ‘Peer Gynt’ and ‘Hedda Gabler.’ 
“But in Norway, for some reason, it has be- 
come sort of the archetypical Ibsen experi- 
ence,” he explained. ‘We read it in school, and 
there are some classic TV, theater and film ver- 
sions of it, so all Norwegians know this play 
vety, very well. It is the most-loved Ibsen play 
for most Norwegians, which made it a very 
tempting task to try to confront the play in — 
hopefully — a new and fresh way, which I 
think we do.” 

In “The Wild Duck,” written by Ibsen in 
1884, Gregers Werle returns, after a long ab- 
sence, to his wealthy father’s home and learns 
that the present circumstances of his childhood 
friend Hjalmar Ekdal have been created in no 
small part by the manipulations of his father, 
Hakon Werle. 

Gregers visits Hjalmar at his attic apart- 
ment, where he lives with his wife Gina, 
daughter Hedwig and father Lieutenant Ek- 
dal as well as a menagerie of pets, including 
the titular wild duck. 

Determined to lift the wool from Hjalmar’s 
oblivious eyes and rid him of his “life ties” or 
“life-illusions” about his close-knit, loving fam- 
ily, idealistic Gregers sets off on his own ma- 
nipulative course to expose the truth to Hjalmar 
— with disastrous consequences. 

Stubp’s production of “The Wild Duck” 
was originally produced for the 2004 Ibsen 
Stage Festival in Oslo and will have its U.S. 
premiere at BAM. 

Re-thinking a “national monument” pre- 
sented many challenges to the director, but 
his solutions promise to make for a memo- 
rable evening of theater at BAM. Because 
“The Wild Duck” is so well known in Nor- 
way, even the way the characters are por- 
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trayed have become cliche, said Stubp, so he 
took a clever approach to his casting. 

“I tried to throw away all of this character 
nonsense,” he said. ‘T wanted to make Norwe- 
gians listen to the play in a new way. I want 
them to say to themselves, ‘Aha, is this really 
Hjalmar? I thought he was fat and funny and 
lighthearted.’ 

“And Gregers [is conventionally cast as] 
dark, stem, thin and sort of Russian. So thus 
[my] idea: to cast it rather specifically with 
two brothers [Eindride Eidsvold as Gregers 
and Gard Eidsvold as Hjalmar]. I found that 
idea very appealing; they are quite similar in 
a way. Because Hjalmar and Gregers are 
looked upon often — and to a certain extent 
they are — two opposites. But I also found it 
a bit disturbing to have them presented as 
quite similar — visually, also. That was one 


of the central reasons I wanted to do this 
play, because I found this way in.” 

The director said that while he did not add 
any text to the play, he did alter the setting and 
trim passages that he felt were superfluous. 

“It was important to me, as it always is in 
my directing, to find the ambivalence and com- 
plexity in these characters,” said Stubp. “Within 
the lines of each character, I took out when I 
found Ibsen, in my opinion, was too eager to 
explain or expose a character. I wanted to give 
them some secrets, which he was, in my opin- 
ion, a tittle too eager to expose.” 

While the characters may have become 
more secretive, the setting of the Stubp’s pro- 
duction — the late ’50s, early ’60s — is more 
accessible for contemporary audiences. 

“I removed the aspects of the text that 
placed it in the 1880s, because for me it 
makes no sense at all to give a portrait of the 
1880s. Rather, it’s a great tragic-comic play 
about how difficult it is to live. It’s a play 
about the vulnerability of people. How diffi- 
cult it is to live as a free individual that you 
need to create some form around your life 
that makes it bearable in some way. . . So it’s 
really not a play about the 1880s at all. 

“[My production is] not a very precise 
image of the late ’50s, early ’60s, but there 
are some components that tell you it’s not to- 



Fowl play: National Theatre of Nor- 
way's Artistic Director Eirik Stubo 
(above) brings his updated production 
of Henrik Ibsen's "The Wild Duck" (top 
and at left) to the BAM Harvey Theater 
this week for its U.S. premiere. 


day, but it’s an age of more innocence than 
2006,” Stubp continued. “But really, the 
point of it was to liberate the play from a 
very Victorian setting and to meet these char- 
acters with all of the openness and curiosity 
that the play really deserves.” 

Because it was important for the director to 
preserve the play’s sense of danger, he still 
needed to harken back to an earlier time — if 
not the 19th centuiy. 

“Today, in a Western democracy, it’s not 
such a scandal or catastrophe on a personal lev- 
el to be thrown out of a marriage, but for Gina 
it is, and that’s really the reason to place it in 
that era [of the mid-20th century], [The setting] 
adds some color and helps us to understand the 
play,” said Stubp. 

Ibsen is widely admired for being a “master 
builder,” famous for his abilities to construct 
dramas, but Stubp said that he found the “teal 
genius” of the playwright was “the real, com- 
plex, personal, original universe” that he creat- 
ed in the attic apartment of “The Wild Duck” 

And Stubp has had a lot of time to rumi- 
nate on the genius of Ibsen. The 41-year-old 
is also the artistic director of the National 
Theatre of Norway — where he has worked 
for six years — which is popularly known as 
“Henrik Ibsen’s own theatre.” 

“In more than one sense he has been a 
model figure for this theater ever since it 
opened in 1899 with his play, ‘Enemy of the 
People,’ ” explained Stubp. “As you can 
imagine, Ibsen is a very central figure in Nor- 
wegian theater, being one of the leading play- 
wrights in the world.” 


Hot shots 

A photographer who snares headlines in her own 
right for securing access to the world’s most sought 
after celebrities — such as Tom Cruise and Katie 
Holmes’s baby Suri for the September issue of 
“Vanity Fair,” Annie 
Leibovitz has now 
drawn the attention of 
the Brooklyn Museum, 
which opened an exhi- 
bition of 200 of her 
photographs on Friday. 

“Annie Leibovitz: A 
Photographer’s Life, 

1990-2005” remains on 
view through Jan. 21, 

2007 and includes full- 
on glamour shots such 
as this 2003 portrait of 
actress Nicole Kidman 
(pictured), taken for 
“Vogue,” as well as per- 
sonal photographs of 
Leibovitz’s family and 
friends and her re- 
portage from the early 
1990s siege of Sarajevo. 

Leibovitz will be hon- 
ored by the museum’s ‘Women in Arts” program on 
Nov. 8 at 11 am, which is a fundraiser to benefit the 
museum’s programs. Tickets to this event, which in- 
clude admission and parking, are $125-$1,500. For 
more information, call the Community Committee at 
(718)789-2493. 

"Annie Leibovitz: A Photographer's Life, 
1990-2005" remains on view at the Brooklyn 
Museum (200 Eastern Parkway at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights) through Jan. 21, 
2007. Admission is $8, $4 for students with valid 
ID and seniors, and free for children younger 
than 12. For more information, visit the Web site 
www.brooklynmuseum.org or call (718) 638-5000. 

— Lisa J. Curtis 




New talent 


When Christopher Eaves of Park Slope’s eaves- 
drop theater collective heard that he was one of the 
six recipients for the highly coveted Space Grant 
from the Brooklyn Arts Exchange (BAX), he was 
jumping up and down with joy. The rehearsal space 
he got at BAX Annex, located in the Old American 
Can Factory in Gowanus, “couldn’t have been more 
perfect,” the 39-year-old theater director told GO 
Brooklyn. 

The Space Grant, awarded annually since BAX’s 
opening in 1991, gives Brooklyn dancers, play- 
wrights and multimedia artists space and time to re- 
hearse their work as well as an opportunity to pres- 
ent it at the annual showcase at BAX’s Park Slope 
theater. 

“We look for an authentic, original voice, which 
often means that their work is multi-disciplinary,” 
said BAX spokeswoman Colleen Hooper. “[The 
grant] assists them in moving to the next phase of 
their artistic career.” 

Given that one of this year’s Bessie awards went 
to Wally Cardona, a Space Grant recipient from 
1997, the showcase can be a great chance to discov- 
er local talent. This year’s two-part show of 20- 
minute works by all six artists takes place tonight 
and Oct. 27-28. 

On next weekend’s bill are Eaves’s play, Natalie 
Green’s multimedia dance performance, and Nellie 
Tinder’s dance-theater piece. 

Eaves is presenting ‘The Myth of Not to Be,” the 
first module of a three-module play, “Self at Hand,” 
which was selected for this year’s “Plays and Play- 
wrights” anthology. Set in the future, when funerals 
are held to recreate the dead instead of burying 
them, the play portrays a man at his father’s funeral 
who is overcome with the memory of their incestu- 
ous relationship. 

“Record Time” (pictured), by Park Slope choreog- 
rapher Green, explores the rapid passing of time and 
our human need to record our history for posterity. 
The five dancers will be projected on a screen as they 
perform five onstage, and the accompanying score 
will mix music and interviews conducted by Green. 

“School Days,” the dance-theater work of 
Williamsburg-based Julia Jonas and her group, Nel- 
lie Tinder, is a detailed look at the dynamics of 
friendship between two women and how guilt plays 
into their life. The work features three dancers and a 
five guitarist. 

The first half of the Space Grant Showcase, 
which takes place Oct. 21, presents choreography 
by Michael Helland, a dance-theater piece by An- 
drew Dinwiddie, and part of a play by Aya 
Ogawa/knife inc. 

"Space Grant Showcase" is held at Brooklyn 
Arts Exchange, 421 Fifth Ave. at Eighth Street in 
Park Slope on Oct. 27-28 at 8 pm. Admission is 
$15, $10 for members, $8 for low-income. The 
Oct. 21 show is sold out. For more information, 
call (718) 832-0018 or visit www.bax.org. 

— Sasha Vasilyuk 
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Special lady 


Chef Tom Kearney offers 
farm-fresh ‘Grandma foodC at 
winning Ditmas Park eatery 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

C all it beginner’s luck. Call it the 
right place at the right time. How- 
ever you view it. The Farm on 
Adderley, a new restaurant in Ditmas 
Park, is getting off to a fine start. 

The founders of the eatery are Allison 
McDowell and Gary Jonas. The Ditmas 
Park residents are first-time restaurateurs 
who opened the door to their new venture 
in July, and with chef Tom Kearney (for- 
merly of Williams- 
burg’s Sweetwater 
and Manhattan’s 
Jean-Georges and 
Blue Hill), diey’ve 
hit upon a formula 
that is ideal for the 
location. 

Their first move 
was to create a 
space that works 
for a special night 
out as well as ca- 
sual evening with the kids. It took the 
couple six months to gut and refurbish 
a former daycare center, turning the 
space into a long, modem, high- 
ceihnged room. Mismatched plates and 
seating, and a back garden with the 
relics of a mural from their former ten- 
ants, let clients know the owners 
weren’t trying for something slick. 

They also understand that most of 
the residents in the area are seasoned 
diners who can have “event” meals 
anywhere. But when they’re sticking 
close to home, The Farm’s clientele 
prefers unfussy fare with just enough 
creative touches to hold their interest. 


As you’d suspect, Kearney’s menu 
utilizes fresh-off-the-farm, seasonal in- 
gredients. Shelboume Farms, Golden 
Ridge Cheese Co-op and Sheldon 
Farms are mentioned as purveyors on 
their Web site. 

Kearney presents customers with 
“simply prepared food that’s light and 
not too doctored up.” He refers to his 
menu as “Grandma food,” but it’s more 
ambitious than that. And I suspect he’s 
as underwhelmed with the desserts of- 
fered in local restaurants as I am, be- 
cause the finales 
here are definitely 
not afterthoughts. 

My one gripe 
with the kitchen, 
and I admit it’s a 
minor one, is food 
temperature. Un- 
less it’s meant to 
be cold, soup 
should be served 
hot — not tepid. 
An otherwise de- 
lightfully full-bodied cauliflower soup 
topped with a briny oyster fritter was 
lukewarm, and the turnip puree that 
served as a base for an entree of blue- 
fish had the same problem. The coffee 
could be raised a few degrees, too. 

There’s an endive salad among the 
appetizers that I’ve had before, in one 
form or another, with some small dis- 
appointments. At The Farm on Adder- 
ley, the flavors reach an ideal balance. 
The slight bitterness of the greens are 
offset by thin slices of delicately sweet 
Fuji apple; bacon adds a chewy, salty 
note; toasted walnuts lend crunch; and 
a judicious sprinkling of Maytag blue 


DINING 


The Farm on Adderley (1108 Cortel- 
du Road between Stratford and Westmin- 
:er roads in Ditmas Park) accepts American 
xpress, Discover, MasterCard and Visa. En- 




'Farm' fresh: The Farm on Adderley chef Tom Kearney (above) gives as much 
attention to his spicy, warm gingerbread dessert (with chewy figs and pureed 
passion fruit whipped into a light foam) as he does to his endive salad (top 
left), a melange of Fuji apples, Maytag blue cheese, bacon and walnuts. 


cheese adds its funky character. 

I’m not a Brussels sprouts lover, but 
the combination of not-too-heavy, 
sweet potato gnocchi and the veg- 
etable’s bitter edge worked well. A 
good dousing of brown butter and 
Parmesan cheese didn’t hurt either. 

Aside from its under-heated parsnip 
pillow, the bluefish entree special I 
mentioned was a pleasure. Kearney 
smokes the fish to amplify its beefy 
richness, then sets it over a compote of 
sweet yet tart braised red cabbage that’s 
given a bit of a punch by coriander 
seeds. Again, the balance of ingredi- 
ents, coupled with that smoky fish, 
worked to create a memorable dish. 

Even with its crisp cloak of herbs de 
Provence-seasoned breadcrumbs and a 
juicy interior, a double-cut pork chop and 
its wax bean partner was dull going. 

Kearney’s dessert roundup offers a se- 
lection of carefully crafted finales that 
would make grandma proud. A delicate 
milk chocolate mousse with a dollop of 
salted cream has the mild flavor of the 
cocoa and the salty kick of the topping: 
It’s the love child of a Milky Way bar 


and a Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup. 

The spicy, warm gingerbread arrived 
just in time for fall. The tiny round is 
paired with small, slightly tart, chewy 
figs, their winey flavor brightened by a 
soak in vinegar and sugar. A bit of cold, 
pureed passion fruit whipped into fight 
foam, complements the cake and fruit. 
Tart and sweet, chewy and creamy, it’s 
what I wish more pastry chefs aimed 
for: An adult’s dessert with a touch of 
nostalgia. 

One more thing this team gets right: 
A stellar waitstaff. I don’t know if the 
waitresses are chosen for their profes- 
sionalism, good looks or charm, but 
there’s an abundance of all three among 
the attentive servers. 

The restaurant’s name is actually a 
South African saying of Jonas’s father, 
who quoted it when Jonas asked for 
something unattainable: “If that ever 
happens, I’ll buy you a farm on Adder- 
ley.” A great room, food with more hits 
than misses, and the kind of waitresses 
that get poached by other restaurateurs, 
makes this Farm on Adderley a dream 


Hits the ‘Spot’ 


You want French, Italian, Thai and 
good old American bistro fare? Head to 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope and there 
are plenty of options to chose from. But 
if you’re looking in this area for vegan 
dining, we wish you lotsa luck finding 
a soy burger. 

So what’s a poor vegan to do? 

Dan Carabano, a vegetarian from 
Sunset Park, decided to come to the aid 
of his meatless ilk. In May, he opened 
The V-Spot on Fifth Avenue. 

“I wanted to get exceptional vegan 
food to the area, and offer a diverse 
menu,” says Carabano, who created the 
global menu. His offerings include 
greenmarket fresh salads and soups and 
a number of different “burgers,” includ- 
ing the “bean” version, served with av- 
ocado, salsa and sour cream, and oth- 
ers, made with flavored soy or wheat. 

There are also house-baked desserts 


using raw ingredients. The “boardwalk 
fudge,” a chocoholic’s dream of moist 
chocolate cake, bittersweet ice cream and 
a crown of fudge, is the patrons’ favorite 
indulgence, says the owner. Other pastries 
are supplied by Vegan Treats, a well- 
known vegan baker from Pennsylvania. 

The 38-seat dining room sports a 
brick wall, color photos that feature 
portraits of people and fruit, and cherry 
wood tables and chairs. Until the liquor 
license is approved, there’s a selection 
of ffesh-squeezed juices and smoothies. 

The V-Spot (156 Fifth Ave. between 
Douglass and DeGraw streets in Park 
Slope) accepts American Express, Mas- 
terCard and Visa. Entrees: $10. The 
restaurant serves lunch and dinner Tues- 
day through Sunday. Brunch is available 
on weekends, from 11 am to 4 pm. 
Closed Mondays. For more informa- 
tion, call (718) 622-2275. — 77 na Barry 
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Tumblety’s ROY 

Prospect Heights cinematographer 
recalls life on the set of ‘Sweet Land' 


By Karen Butler 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

E ven though cinematograph- 
er David Tumblety loves 
his life in Prospect Heights, 
he admits it is nice to get out of 
town once in a while. 

And that was one of the 
main attractions of working on 
filmmaker Ah Selim’s new pe- 
riod romance, “Sweet Land,” 
which was shot on location in 
quiet, picturesque Minnesota 
“Living in the city, some- 
times you kind of long for the 
country,” Tumblety told GO 
Brooklyn in a recent phone in- 
terview. 

“The director and producers 
flew me out there to see the lo- 
cation — it was sort of an in- 
terview — and I just loved it,” 
recalled the 44-year-old Mill- 
brook, NY native. “I loved the 
landscape, and that combined 
with the script ... so, I took it.” 
Based on Will Weaver’s 
short story, “A Gravestone 
Made of Wheat,” the PG-rated 
“Sweet Land” is a beautifully 
photographed love story that 
also captures the American im- 
migrant experience in the early 
part of the last century. 

Selim, who was bom and 
raised in Minnesota, wrote and 
directed the film about Inge, a 
German mail-order bride 
(played by Elizabeth Reaser) 
who arrives in Minnesota in 
1920 to marry Olaf, a Norwe- 
gian farmer (Tim Guinee), only 



Travelin' man: The work of 
Brooklyn cinematographer 
David Tumblety (above) 
drew him to Minnesota to 
shoot Ali Selim's new ro- 
mance "Sweet Land" (top). 

to be told her heritage and in- 
ability to speak English make 
her an unsuitable partner for the 
soft-spoken planter. 

Taken in by Olaf’s friend, 
Frandsen, and his wife, Brown- 
ie (Alan Cumming and Alex 
Kingston), Inge learns the local 
language and customs and falls 
in love with Olaf, eventually 
moving into his home, despite 
the disapproval of their neigh- 
bors and minister (played by 
John Heard). 

“I really enjoyed the shoot. It 
was tough [because] it was 
short: 24 days of shooting with 
very, very long hours,” the cine- 
matographer said, noting that 
the place where they filmed the 


picture was three hours outside 
of Minneapolis and “kind of in 
the middle of nowhere.” 

Tumblety is currently shoot- 
ing a low-budget, urban ensem- 
ble drama in Manhattan called, 
“Fast Company.” So how dif- 
ferent was it filming a movie in 
the wilds of Minnesota as op- 
posed to a more urban setting? 

“You get to see for miles, 
which has a certain interest, vi- 
sually,” he explained. “But in 
New York, everything is sort of 
stacked up and you see building 
on top of building 
and canyons and 
things like that, 
which is such a dif- 
ferent visual experi- 
ence and which is 
also very interest- 
ing. So, it’s nice to 
be able to look at 
that landscape with 
fresh eyes after liv- 
ing in the city. 

“I like to get away, but I’ve 
shot several movies in the New 
York area and some that have 
taken place in Brooklyn. I love 
the way Brooklyn looks. There 
are some really beautiful streets 
and such great architecture,” 
continued Tumblety. “Minneso- 
ta doesn’t have the same kind of 
architecture. There, you have 
farmhouses, but you come here 
and you see these beautiful 
brownstones that I just love in 
Brooklyn.” 

When deciding on what film 


first checks out the screenplay 
to see if it is a good story and 
then looks at the people who are 
involved in the project. 

“If I like the script, and I meet 
the director and I feel like I can 
get along with him, that’s the big 
thing right there,” he said. 

The cinematographer says he 
prefers to work with directors 
who have “some sort of a vi- 
sion,” but who are also open to 
his suggestions. 

“I think Ah had a great vision 
on this,” Tumblety said. “I’ve 
worked with many directors 
who have no idea what they 
want to do, and then I end up 
sort of being totally in charge of 
the visuals, but it’s nice to have 
someone to collaborate with. 
Collaboration is the best sce- 

He says he likes when that 
feeling of being part of a team 
extends to the rest of the crew, 

“The best part [of the job] is 
the camaraderie with the other 
crew members and the people 
on the set and that sort of com- 
ing together to create a good 
shot. It is sometimes really hard 
to get a nice-looking crane shot 
of whatever it is and then if peo- 
ple are working together and 
you pull it off, it’s a great feel- 
ing,” Tumblety said. “The worst 
part is when you’re running out 
of time, and you’re rushing 
around to get it done, which is 
often the case, especially with a 
film like ‘Sweet Land,’ which 


CINEMA 


"Sweet Land" is now playing at the 
Clearview Cinema [62nd and Broadway, (212) 
265-7655]; the Regal Cinemas E-Walk 13 in 
Times Square [42nd Street and Eighth Av- 
enue, (800) 326-3264]; and Cinema Village 
[22 East 12* u 1 --*- * 1 


o do n 


was only 24 days of shooting.” 
For him, living in Prospect 
Heights, as opposed to Manhat- 
tan or Los Angeles, has proven 
no obstacle to finding work. 

“There are quite a few crew 
members and camera men and 
gaffers and grips that live in 
Brooklyn. It’s a little more af- 
fordable than Manhattan, and I 
feel like there is plenty of work 
for us — right now, anyway,” 
said Tumblety. “I’ve never 
worked in LA; not that I didn’t 

t, Tumblety says he but I like living in Brooklyn.” 



Haunting ‘Phantom’ 


Those looking for a little Halloween fun 
that won’t result in a sugar-fueled frenzy and 
a trip to the dentist, might want to drop by 
the Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims in 
Brooklyn Heights on Friday for a special 
screening of the 1925 horror classic, “The 
Phantom of the Opera” 

Thrill-seekers of all ages are invited to 
wear costumes to the screening, which is 
part of Music on the Heights’s “Halloween 
Spectaculari’ program. (Prizes will be award- 
ed at the end of the evening.) 

The event begins at 7:30 pm with a pres- 
entation of Saint-Saens’s haunting “Danse 
Macabre,” performed on the organ by Music 
on the Heights Artistic Director Bmce 
Oelschlager and interpreted by dance stu- 
dents from the Brooklyn Music School. 

Based on Gaston Leroux’s 1910 novel 
and set in 1880s France, Rupert Julian’s still- 
chilling, black-and-white film version of 
“The Phantom of the Opera” stars screen 
icon Lon Chaney as a tormented, disfigured 
composer who terrorizes the Paris Opera 


House in hopes of promoting the career of 
the beautiful young singer with whom he is 
obsessed. This silent film will be shown in 
the church’s historic sanctuary to live musi- 
cal accompaniment by renowned organist 
and composer, Bemie Anderson, Jr. 

Leroux’s novel has inspired several other 
film adaptations — none considered quite as 
good as the original — as well as an Andrew 
Lloyd Webber musical that is now the 
longest-running Broadway show in history. 

Music on the Heights presents its 
"Halloween Spectacular" with "The 
Phantom of the Opera" on Oct 27 at 
7:30 pm. The performance takes place 
in the Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims 
sanctuary (on Orange Street between 
Hicks and Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights). Tickets are $10 each, and will 
be available at the door 30-minutes be- 
fore showtime. For more information, 
call (718) 403-9546 or visit the Web site, 
www.plymouthchurch.org. 

— Karen Butler 
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Stinger bites 
two rivals 

Here is your winning 
Aquarium design 



The Brooklyn Papers 


Give us the jellyfish! 

Hundreds of readers of The Brooklyn Papers cast votes on 
the three new maritime-themed designs to revive the New York 
Aquarium in Coney Island, and a plurality favored a jellyfish- 
inspired design by West 8 Urban Design and Weisz + Yoes. 

The firm’s co-founder said she was humbled by winning 
the Papers’ “People’s Choice” award. 

“We’re ovetjoyed that this idea has resonated with the peo- 
ple of Brooklyn,” said Claire Weisz, whose studio is based in 
Manhattan. 

She said her design was inspired by the Aquarium’s “amaz- 
ing collection of alien stingers” and jellyfishes. 

But the beauty of the design is more than skin deep. “It’s a 
six-story-high jellyfish that will connect the Aquarium to all 
the exciting things happening at Coney Island,” she said. “It’s 
jellyfish as town square. You could get married under it. Peo- 
ple could meet under it.” 

After one week of voting in our admittedly unscientific 
poll, the tempting tentacle design got 47 percent of the vote, 
compared to 35 percent for a largemouth bass-inspired design 
by WRT and 14 percent for a less-flashy sand-dune-themed 
rendering by Smith-Miller & Hawkinson. 

As promised, we informed the city Economic Development 
Corporation that our readers had spoken. 

An agency spokeswoman said the EDC appreciated our tal- 
ly, but refused to speculate whether the vote would influence 
the EDC board. 

“I do promise that I will let them all know who won,” she 


The agency will pick its 


Neighborhood reacts to loss of casket company 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The news that South Brooklyn Cas- 
ket Company may bury its Union Street 
factory has neighbors worried that the 
new Gowanus, with its gleaming Holi- 
day Inn, soon-to-open Comfort Inn and 
Whole Foods, and increasingly clean 
canal, has simply gotten too cheery. 

“We need something dark and depress- 
ing on that comer,” said Wilbur Meinin, 
a newcomer to the neighborhood who 
rents a loft on the not far from hulking 
casket manufacturer. 

“I’m an upbeat guy,” he added, “but 
seeing my mortality keeps me in check.” 

As The Brooklyn Papers reported ex- 
clusively last week, South Brooklyn Cas- 
ket Company owner Harry Pantone has 


been looking at factory space in Queens 
— squeezed out by the rapidly gentrify- 
ing neighborhood around him. 

While few neighbors ever got to know 
the secretive casket maker, they mourned 
the impending loss. 

“If you take away what’s been around, 
how are people coming to recognize 
what is what?” said Phillip Vegas, noting 
that the trim, white-brick coffin show- 
room wasn’t a “bad reminder of death.” 

Another neighbor, smoking a cigarette 
in front of the dimly lit Canal Bar down 
the block, fretted about where he would 
be able to buy his casket. 

“I collect skulls and have been looking 
to buy a casket for a while,” said Tommy 
Heme, adding he would miss the coffin 
makers who visited the bar after work. 


The South Brooklyn Casket Company 
settled on the banks of the canal in 1931. 

Moving caskets from early in the day 
until the last undertaker’s call, the coffin 
manufacturer provided neighbors with a 
daily reckoning of death. 

“When I was 12 years old, [Pantone] 
invited me to walk through the warehouse 
and see all the caskets,” said Sal Manzone. 
“I saw hundreds of caskets all shiny, 
turned on their sides. Guys I knew from 
the neighborhood were shellacking them.” 
Until the 1990s, the company trans- 
ported its coffins in flatbed trucks so they 
were visible like “cigarettes in an open 
case,” Manzone remembered. 

“We’ll miss them,” he said, then turned 
wistful: “Maybe their time was up.” 

— Ariella Cohen 



The South Brooklyn Casket Company on Union Street. 


300 millionth American from Brooklyn - maybe 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The Census Bureau said 
the 300 millionth Americ- 
an was bom on Tuesday at 
7:46 am — and that he or 
she was not bom in Brook- 
lyn. 

But those Census bean- 
counters didn’t bank on one 
thing: Lutheran Medical Cen- 
ter is quick with a press re- 

The Sunset Park-based hos- 
pital was the first of New 
York’s medical centers to 
hawk its pre-8 am baby as 
America’s 300 millionth resi- 

“Lutheran Medical Center 
delivers baby Mystique at 
7:50 am!” the hospital said in 



a statement that hit newsrooms 
within minutes of the historic 
birth. 

But it was not meant to be. 

Later in the day, both New 
York-Presbyterian Hospital in 
Manhattan and Elmhurst Hos- 
pital in Queens claimed to 


have delivered babies at exact- 
ly 7:46 am (by their clocks, of 
course). 

Elmhurst, which is a city- 
run hospital, seemed to be a 
bit, um, well-prepared for the 
timely arrival of Emanuel Pla- 
ta, with pitch-perfect state- 


ments and even blankets em- 
bossed with the logo, “300 
Millionth American Baby.” 
Meanwhile, back at Luther- 
an, baby Mystique got the 
standard-issue, pink-and-blue 
trimmed, blankie. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 


\ Hope floats? 
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SOS on the Gowanus Canal! 


City officials have tossed the Empty Vessel Project — an art 
gallery housed in a World War II rescue boat salvaged last year 
by some artists — from its position below the Carroll Street 
Bridge, after a neighbor complained that it was docked in viola- 
tion of an obscure, 19th-century maritime prohibition. 

The unassuming white cruiser had bobbed on the fetid — yet 
increasingly fashionable — banks of the canal since January. 

A few nights a week, the former war ship offered neighbor- 
hood landlubbers movie screenings, recitals or foreign language 
classes, including Russian taught by a local trucker and French 
taught by a local installation artist. 

“The Gowanus can be a backyard for people,” said Dylan 
Gauthier, part owner of the project. “We were succeeding [before 
the eviction] because people saw that we were here and were 
coming to get on the water.” 

Gauthier has approached Community Board 6 and other local 
planners about moving the boat to a city-owned former Brooklyn 
Union Gas site along a bend in the canal between Smith and 
Hoyt streets. — Cohen 


Oo-oo that smell: Canal prop to be shut down 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A word of warning to our readers: 
You might want to stay away from 
the Gowanus Canal between Labor 
Day, 2008, and Memorial Day, 2009. 

That’s when the Department of En- 
vironmental Protection plans to shut 
down an antiquated — but vital — sys- 
tem that flushes relatively clean water 
from New York Harbor through the 


long-ridiculed Lavender Lake. 

The existing system is built around a 
single, custom-made mechanism that 
resembles a ship’s propeller. 

It broke in the 1960s and was not re- 
placed until 1999. To prevent such a re- 
currence, the DEP will replace that pro- 
peller with three high-power sump 
pumps that will not only be easier to re- 
place should tragedy strike, but also 
flush far more water through the canal. 

The flow can be maintained, DEP said, 


even if one or two of the pumps go down. 

With the new pumps, and other im- 
provements, DEP promises that the 
once-fetid (and still a little stinky) canal 
will get even cleaner. 

That should please the increasing 
number of people living in the canal 
zone — especially given the rumors that 
DEP has been running the propeller a lit- 
tle slower to avoid wear and tear. 

Since the 1999 repairs, there has 
been plenty of new marine life in the 


canal — but also plenty of sewage on 
days after rainstorms, thanks to the 15 
sewer overflow pipes that empty direct- 
ly into the waterway. 

“We won’t be eating oysters out of it in 
my lifetime,” said Owen Foote, treasurer 
of the Gowanus Dredgers Canoe Club. 
‘But my daughter, who is 5, will.” 

DEP will present its $63-million pump 
improvement plan at the Prospect Park 
YMCA (357 Ninth St., between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues) on Oct. 26 at 6 pm. 




CHECKIN' IN WITH.. 


A Brooklyn Republican? 

When Steve Finger isn't unblocking eustachian 
tubes or wiping up post-nasal drips at his Marine 
Park ear, nose and throat practice, he's running 
against City Councilwoman Yvette Clarke (D- 
Crown Heights) for Congress in the 11th Con- 
gressional District. If you're confused, we under- 
stand. Clarke won the Democratic primary, which 
is tantamount to a victory on Election Day, Nov. 

7. But hell could freeze over — and that's what 
Finger is hoping for. Sure, he doesn't even live in 
the 11th District, but he believes that his Libertar- 
ian vision for the Republican party will catch on 
with a few voters. He checked in with reporter 
Dana Rubinstein last week. 



Q: You know you don't really stand a 
chance, don't you? 

A: If you’re a betting man, you wouldn’t bet 
on me. But, there’s always a chance. Let me 
tell you a story. There’s an old man sitting 
on a bed completely naked except for a top 
hat. A friend visits and asks, “Why are you 
naked?” The old man responds, “No one 
ever comes by.” The friend asks, “Then why 
are you wearing a top hat?” The old man 
says, “Just in case someone comes by.” 

Q: There's something sort of Quixotic 
about your campaign. Why are you 
running? 

A: Call me Brooklyn’s Man of La Mancha. 
But I want to made a difference. Libertarians 
really are idealistic. 

Q: They have to be, to make up for 
their limited numbers. Aren't there 
only two Brooklynites in the Libertar- 
ian party. 

A: Yes. You’re sitting with half the county 
organization. 

Q: Who's the other half? 

A: Gary Popkin. He has that show on 
BCAT, “Hardfire,” that I’m on every week. 
We actually had eight members at one time. 
We would meet at the Park Diner, on Sev- 
enth Avenue and Union Street. 

Q: You're running on both the Liber- 
tarian and Republican lines. What do 
you think of your local Republicans? 
A: They’re nice people. Economically, we 
have a lot in common, but socially, they’re 


Q: Yeah, they don't seem too thrilled 
with your proposal to legalize med- 
ical marijuana. 

A: Well, I haven’t got that many volunteers 
... I think medical marijuana is a states’- 
rights issue. There’s nothing in the Constitu- 
tion that allows the federal government to 
control drugs. The one good thing about 
Prohibition was that at least Congress had 
enough respect for the Constitution to pass 
an amendment. 

Q: OK, it's issues time. What's tops 
on your agenda? 

A: School choice. New York City spends 
$12,500 per child and education is very 

Q: What do you think of the Atlantic 
Yards proposal? 

A: I think it’s a poor idea, mainly because of 
the use of eminent domain. It’s also too big 
for the area, and the government shouldn’t 
be subsidizing private development — this 
exemplifies corporate welfare. 

Q: Do you have a favorite writer? 

A: Ayn Rand, of course. “Atlas Shrugged” is 


A: I think Bush in general is a disappoint- 
ment. I voted for him the first time, but the 
second time I voted for the Libertarian. I 
don’t remember his name. 

Q: He must've been some candidate. 



Mayor Bloomberg's proposed reform of the controversial 421a real-estate subsidy has 
caused intense debate. To help clarify the central issues for our readers, we asked two 
prime movers and shakers — Steven Spinola, the president of the Real Estate Board of 
New York, and state Assemblyman Vito Lopez (D-Williamsburg) — to duke it out. 


Q: Will the proposed reforms help Brooklyn? 

Vito Lopez: The mayor made some progress, but the plan 
didn’t go far enough. The [affordable housing requirements] 
must be citywide. 

Steven Spinola: These recommendations could slow down 
residential construction throughout the five boroughs. Elimi- 
nating the certificate program [which allowed a developer to 
build affordable housing on a different site] means that we’ll 
build less affordable housing — and less housing — overall. 
When you put the affordable units in the same building as the 
market-rate, the cost is the same for both, minus maybe the 
cost of a marble countertops or nicer tiles in a bathroom. Now 
imagine you have to build 30 percent affordable for any tax 
abatements and it costs $500,000 to build an apartment, in- 
cluding a reasonable return, and you are selling it for 
$550,000. 1 don’t think you need to be an economist to see it 
doesn’t work. [Allowing affordable units to be off-site] was a 
way to generate affordable housing and [retain] a reasonable 
profit margin for developers. 

Q: Which recommendation are you happiest with? 

Lopez: The end of [off-site affordable housing]. Now if there 
is a building on the waterfront, the affordable units will go up 
on the waterfront — with the luxury units — not two years lat- 
er in Bushwick. This is an end to economic segregation. 
Spinola: We are happy that the mayor endorsed a continuation of 
the [subsidy] program. We are OK with putting a cap on the ben- 
efits, but overall, I’m not too happy. When you look at the other 
elements [like the abolition of the off-site affordable program or 
the requirement to build affordable units in some areas], they mit- 
igate those we were pleased with. — Ariella Cohen 



Vito Lopez 


Cheap housing advocates push for 
more changes in subsidy program 



quire developers to include below-market-rate units in order to qualify 
for a tax break. The affordable housing component already exists in ar- 
eas within the thick lines. 


By Ariella Cohen 


Affordable housing advocates 
called on Mayor Bloomberg this 
week to quit subsidizing the con- 
struction of luxury apartments, 
saying his long-awaited reform 
proposal for a controversial pro- 
perty tax break didn’t go far 
enough. 

“It’s absurd,” said Brad Lander, di- 
rector of the Pratt Center for Communi- 
ty Development and a member of the 
city task force that advised the mayor. 

“We’re still giving developers sub- 
stantial government subsidies to build 
in vibrant Brooklyn neighborhoods.” 

The mayor’s proposed changes to 
the so-called 421-a subsidy program 
— the first major reform of the incen- 
tive since it was introduced in the 
lean 1970s — would require the 
builders of city-subsidized housing to 
set aside 20 percent of their units as 
“affordable.” 

But the only Brooklyn neighbor- 
hoods that would be affected by the 
mayor’s recommendations are posh 
Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO. 

The 421-a subsidy is popular with 
developers because it eliminates 
property taxes for 15 years. As a re- 
sult, condo builders can charge sig- 
nificantly more for their units be- 
cause buyers won’t have to pay the 
property taxes for those first 15 years. 

As a result, the reform could also 
drive down the price of luxury con- 


dos. Lander said a typical condo buy- 
er could see prices drop by $20,000 
to $40,000 — more than enough to 
offset the cost of the higher, unsubsi- 


Last year, the 421-a subsidy cost 
the city $300 milli on in tax revenue. 
Other advocates wanted to see the 


mayor’s proposed affordable housing 
component expand to include poorer 
parts of Brooklyn, like Bedford- 
Stuyvesant, Prospect Heights and 
Crown Heights. 

“The task force’s recommenda- 
tions fail to protect working families 
and moderate-income residents in the 
areas of Brooklyn most in need,” said 
Hakeem Jeffries, the Democratic 
nominee for central Brooklyn’s 57th 
Assembly District seat. 

The mayor’s plan would have to 
go through the state legislature, where 
it faces a tough political fight. Assem- 
blyman Vito Lopez (D-Williamsburg) 
is already working on his own legis- 
lation to require affordable housing in 
all 421-a projects. 

Advocates on both sides said the 
changes in DUMBO and the Heights, 
where condos can sell for over $1 
million, would do little to affect those 
neighborhoods, where most sites 
have already been snapped up. 

But where housing advocates 
| urged the mayor to expand the afford- 
.« able component, real-estate industry 
| titans said that if below-market-rate 
units were required in slightly less- 
posh neighborhoods, overall housing 
production would slow. 

“If you cut into the 10- or 15-per- 
cent profit margin, developers are go- 
ing to just build less and the city will 
get less affordable housing,” said 
Steven Spinola, president of the Real 
Estate Board of New York and a 
member of the mayor’s task force. 
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Brooklyn Residents: 


Here’s the dirt 
on free compost! 


And how to get free paper leaf bags 
to “brown bag” your fall leaves. 


r > 

The NYC Department of Sanitation (DSNY) 

- in conjunction with Compost Project 
staff at Brooklyn Botanic Garden - is 
giving away free, high-quality compost! 

The compost comes from DSNY’s leaf and 
Christmas tree composting operations. 


Help us turn your leaves into better 
compost by “brown bagging” your fall 
leaves for DSNY collection. If you live in 
one of the Brooklyn leaf collection districts, 
redeem the coupon you received in the mail 
to get five (free!) paper leaf bags, while 
supplies last. 


The NYC Compost 
Project is providing free 
paper leaf bags (this 
year only) to help 
residents adjust to brown 
bagging leaves before it 
becomes mandatory (as 
outlined in NYC’s Solid 
Waste Management 
Plan, recently passed 
by the City Council). 






Brooklyn leaf collection dates: 
Saturday, November 11 and 
Saturday, November 25. 

For more info on leaf collection 
districts and leaf set-out 
requirements, call 311 or 
visit www.nyc.gov/nycwas 


J 



NYC residents, here’s what to do: 

(sorry no businesses or commercial landscapers) 


• Bring a shovel and sturdy sand bags or containers to 

take away as much compost as you want. 


• On Friday and Saturday, take advantage of our 
discounted compost bins, on sale for $20 (they’re 
normally $70) so you can make your own compost. 


• If you live in a leaf collection district, bring the coupon you 
received in the mail and we’ll give you free sample 
paper leaf bags to “brown bag” your fall leaves. 


Here’s where to go: 


Compost is an earthy material, similar to potting soil. Adding 


Dates: Monday, October 23 thru 

Saturday, October 28, 2006 


compost to backyards and gardens improves soil quality and 
reduces the need for chemical fertilizers and watering. 


Monday, October 30 thru 
Saturday, November 4, 2006 

Times: Monday thru Friday, 10am to 3pm 
Saturday, 8am to 2pm 

Discounted compost bins on sale 
on Friday and Saturday only. 

Location: 

Spring Creek Composting Site (1 2720-B FlatlandsAve., 
near the intersection with Fountain Ave., close to the 
Belt Parkway) 

Directions: 

Driving from the Belt Parkway: Take Exit 1 5 (Erskine 
St.) • at 1st traffic light on Erskine, turn RIGHT onto 
Gateway Dr. • go to the end of the road, turn LEFT onto 
Fountain Ave. • go to 2nd traffic light, turn RIGHT onto 
Flatlands Ave. • go to end of the block and turn RIGHT 
into the Spring Creek Composting Site. 

Driving from the Jackie Robinson (Interborough) 
Parkway: Take the Jackie Robinson (South/West) to Exit 
1 (bear left) • follow signs for Pennsylvania Ave. • take 
Pennsylvania approx. 2 miles to FlatlandsAve. • turn 
LEFT onto Flatlands Ave. • go approx. 1 .2 miles to the 
end of the block past Fountain Ave. • turn RIGHT into the 
Spring Creek Composting Site. 



For more info: visitwww.nyc.gov/nycwasteless/compostorcall 311 



Don’t Litter. 

City of New York, Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor 
& Department of Sanitation, John J. Doherty, Commissioner 




14 awp The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com • (718) 834-9350 October 21, 2006 


PRINCIPAL... 


Continued from page 1 
Gardens native has raced through the 
ranks to take the reins of the elite school 
he spumed as a student, choosing Mid- 
wood High instead. 

He was Brooklyn Tech’s assistant prin- 
cipal for math from 2000 to 2002. 

“It’s great to have him back,” said 
Michael Weiss, chairman of the school’s 
Alumni Foundation and a business big 
wig in Downtown Brooklyn. 

“He wants to make Brooklyn Tech the 
premier high school of engineering and tech- 
nology in the country,” said Weiss. ‘He has 
lofty goals, and that’s a wonderful thing.” 

Asher himself was far from reticent, 
saying that at HSMSE, he created the 
“best instructional paradigm I’ve ever 
seen,” with long periods and small class 
sizes that fostered a personal connection 
between teachers and students. 

Now, Asher is trying to bring that small- 
school feeling to the long, echo-y halls of 


Brooklyn Tech’s imposing brick building 
that covers a whole Fort Greene block. 

“He knows the benefits of a school 
where teachers and students get to know 
each other very well,” said Hemphill. 

And he wants to bring brownstone par- 
ents back to the fold. To do so, he vowed 
to move past the turmoil of the McCaskill 
years and focus on student achievements 
at a school that has produced both astro- 
nauts and pro basketball players. 

“The school’s reputation will speak for 
itself,” said Asher. “The kids are extraor- 
dinarily talented, but that message was 
never spoken.” 

Parents felt excluded, but so did stu- 
dents, said Abdullah Pollard, co-president 
of the school’s parents association. 

“The staff problems were affecting the 
kids,” Pollard said, adding that the school 
actually exascerbated the generation gap. 

“Parents and kids were totally out of 
sync,” he said. “The parents were really 


proud of the kids for getting in, while the 
kids ended up disappointed in the school 
because of the lack of extracurricular ac- 
tivities and camaraderie.” 

Pollard knew parents who sent their kids 
to Bronx Science — a two-hour commute 
— because “they saw it as a better choice.” 
Brooklyn Tech is unique among New 
York’s elite high schools for its focus on 
applied knowledge and its requirement 
that students choose a major in their jun- 
ior year. 

But despite the school’s technological 
bent, Asher insisted that “humanities in- 
struction is paramount.” 

“English is the most essential subject 
we teach,” he said, noting that developing 
language skills is important to the stu- 
dents of first- or second-generation immi- 
grant backgrounds who make up a large 
part of Brooklyn Tech’s enrollment. 

Asher’s ambition is to move the 
school into the top level of the nation’s 
elite — and then, like ambitious educa- 
tors everywhere, move on. 

“If I can [achieve it], it might be time 
for a new challenge,” he said. 


EVICTION... 


Continued from page 1 
cursive script, “Broken Angel.” 
Wood peered from a narrow 
window 10-feet above the eight 
officers below. One of the officers 
gave him two options. 

“Option one, you can leave the 
building and we’ll help you get 
into a shelter,” the officer said. 

Option two was a bit harsher: 
Officers would forcibly remove 
Wood for obstruction of justice. 

“There is no third option, Mr. 
Wood,’ ’ the officer concluded. ‘ What 
option are you going to take? I’ll 
give you five to 10 minutes.” 
Wood said he would not com- 
ply unless the officers had a war- 
rant from “the Supreme Court.” 
The officers had their orders, but 
like the fractured structure of his 
home, Wood’s arrest wasn’t smooth. 
At 3 pm, five officers entered the 
building and pulled him out. 

“I told them they would have 
to arrest me,” Wood told The 


Brooklyn Papers hours later, after 
he had been arrested, processed 
and released. 

“They had no warrant. They 
didn’t give me any paper with 
any description.” 

Wood’s wife, Cynthia, looked 
on as her husband was taken out. 
She and the couple’s dog, Jack, 
joined Wood in the squad car. 
Later, Jack even appeared in 
Wood’s mugshot, he said. 

Woods was charged with fail- 
ure to comply with the city’s or- 
der to vacate — but neighbors 
said he was being arrested more 
for being an iconoclast in a 
straight-laced age. 

“It’s his home and he built it the 
way he wanted,” said neighbor 
Brian Byrne. 

“He’s being taken to court be- 
cause of his lifestyle.” 

Another neighbor, Wayne Cor- 
gan, added, “What are the charg- 
es that warrant handcuffs?” 


TROLLEY... 

Continued from page 1 
cessive fuel consumption? 

“Municipalities throughout the nation are expanding 
their trolley and light-rail systems or building anew. It 
makes so much sense; why must we take a back seat?” 

Even if his Borough Hall-to-Brooklyn Bridge Park 
loop doesn’t get on track, Melnick vowed to continue 
pushing his “Green Line” to the Brooklyn Botanic Gar- 
den and his “Red Line” from Downtown to the Red 
Hook waterfront. 

Melnick said he has one historic trolley — it’s in 
Pennsylvania awaiting its return to glory — and has ac- 
cess to a dozen more. All the cars are in the style of 
those that made Brooklyn famous from the 1930s until 
the 1950s. 

Melnick made his latest pitch at a meeting earlier 
this month where DBWLDC consultants were dis- 
cussing a $ 1-million grant to study how to get people 
into the proposed park, which will span from the Man- 
hattan Bridge to Atlantic Avenue, but is somewhat cut 
off from the rest of the borough. 

As The Brooklyn Papers reported, planners are 
studying everything from a tunnel from the Clark Street 
subway station to Furman Street to an elevator from the 
fabled Brooklyn Heights Promenade. 

— with Ariella Cohen 


Peace be with you 

for the Brooklyn Papers 

It’s like Woodstock — without the drugs. 

Brooklyn Parents for Peace wants to compress those three days 
of peace, love and music into one massive outpouring of support for 
the anti-war movement. Nearly 200 local community groups and 
various patchouli-scented peaceniks will come together at the Sun- 
day, Oct. 22 event, featuring workshops on the looming nuclear cri- 
sis with Iran, samba dancing (it promotes peace, doesn’t it?), per- 
formances, readings and even a speech by Roger Toussaint, the 
anything-but-tranquil president of the Transit Workers’ Union. 

If you’re going, don’t forget to wear a flower in your hair. 

The Peace Fair will be held on Sunday, Oct. 22 at Long Island University, 1 Uni- 
versity Plaza at Flatbush and DeKalb avenues from 11 am to 5 pm. It is free. Call 
(718) 624-5921 for information. — Christie Rizk 


CADNET 


Classified 

AD 

NETwork 



ADOPTION II HEALTH & FITNESS 


PREGNANT? Consider adoption. 24/7. 
866-236-7638. Uc#1 23021. 


AUTOMOTIVE 


WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES: 
Cash Paid. 1-800-772-1142. 1-310-721- 



EMPLOYMENT 


MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 
800-690-1272. P P 


FINANCIAL 


IRS OR STATE TAX PROBLEMS? Get 
instant relief. Call Chuck 1 -800-487- 

Call Provanta at 1-800-794-9700. The 
Caller ID Mgr. and Blocker. (1022) 


NO DOWN PAYMENT? PROBLEM 
CREDIT? If you're motivated and follow 



255-5267. www.AmericanHomePartners. 




INSURANCE 



MISCELLANEOUS 



REAL ESTATE 


TIMESHARE RESALES. Buy, Sell, Rent. 
6886. www.buyatimeshare.com 
TIMESHARE RESALES Save 60-80% Off 

week. 800-780-3158 wSrw.holJay- 


NC MOUNTAINS!! Pre- construction 



WANTED! OLD GIBSON LES PAUL GUI- 
TARS! Especially 1950's models! Fender, 
Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, D'Angelico, 
Rickenbacker, Stromberg, Ephiphone. 
(1900- 1 970's) TOP DOLLAR PAID! Old 
FENDER AMPS! It's easy. Call toll free 1- 
866-433-8277 CALL TODAY. 


4S SEEN ON 60 MINUTES 


Donate Your Car! 

Turn Your Car Into a Song fora Sick Child! 

The Songs of Love Foundation 
provides uplifting personalized songs 
for seriously ill children. 





DONATE YOUR 
VEHICLE 

And Help 

Disadvantaged Children! 


Tax Deductible. Same Day 
or Next Day Pick up. 
RUNNING OR NOT 
Call for info 

CHILDREN'S LITERACY FUND 

800-339-7790 wm3 


Health, Mind & Body 


COLONIC IRRIGATION 



with 


C0L0NICH 
IRRIGATION 


• LOSE WEIGHT 


• GAIN MORE 
ENERGY 


• IMPROVE 
DIGESTION 


• REDUCE 
CONSTIPATION I 


For treatment of Colon Dysfunction 
Safe I Private I Clean I Effective 


The Colon Health Center 

222 Livingston Street, Downtown Brooklyn 

718-852-4385 

Appointments Mon-Sat • www.nycolonics.com 


DENTISTS 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
ttmend insurance plans accommodated 



MURRAY FRYD, DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 SI. & ProspectAve) 

788-3290 


(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modern Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

* Root Canal * Gum Treatment 


All Union and insurance 
Plans and Medicaid 
Welcome. Discounts for 
Senior Citizens 


I SPECIAL ATTENTION 
to apprehensive 
Patients & Children 



General and Implant 
Dentistry 



• Bleaching/Z00M 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 

• Periondontics • Oral Surgery 

• Prosthodontics • Implants 

• Treatment of Gum Disease 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 
•Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 



DENTISTS 


DERMATOLOGY 



COURTEOUS AND 
| COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our new spacious, 
modern and friendly office 


PERIODONTICS ; Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
COMPIITF.RTZF.D DENTAL X-RAYS 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 


All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 


Jack Irwin, dds 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

www.jackirwindds.com 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas. 


We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 

Financing Available 
Insurance Plans Welcomed 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


Free Consultation 
24 Fir Phone Service 

789-5700 


LASERS 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 


Spider Veins (face & legs), Age Spots, 

mSSm 

LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 



' 


Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & 


.D. 

Nails ' 


27 8th Avenue 

(corner Lincoln Place) 
Park Slope, Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


lOOO Park Avenue 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


FAMILY MEDICINE 


P TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS! 

Start the 
process months before 
leaving to get your shots 

• Yellow fever 

• Typhoid 

• Hepatitis 


• Malaria prevention 

- Brooklyn Heights Family Practice - 

185 Montague Street, 3rd Floor 

Hours: Mon-Sat • (718) 624-6185 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE, CHANGE 
YOUR WORLD, FEEL BETTER 


Individuals / Couples / Group Therapy 

Dr. Rafael Mendez, Ph.D. 

104-106 South Oxford Street, Fort Greene, Brooklyn 
www.socialtherapygroup.com 

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION: 718-797-3220 


f Quality Dentistry 1 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
<S Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


SKIN CARE 


Fall Back to Beauty! © 

INTRODUCING NEW 3D CONCEPT » E R M A c A R t 


Full-Time On-Site Physicians. simskm 1 

Safe and Dramatic Results. uiSinkies TONE 



RONALD I, TEICHMAN, DDS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 


768-1111 

i^^ [ jjg) | | 


Health, Mind & Body 





























October 21, 2006 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com 


AWP 15 


HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE 


Metropolitan Pro-Tek 
Security Systems, Inc. 


Serving 

^New York ancQ 7 
New Jersey 
For Over 
.20 Years _ 


' Burglar Alarms 

■ NYC Recognized Fire Alarm Systems 
' Central Station Monitoring 

■ Video Surveillance/CCTV 
' Intercom Systems 




Commercial. Industrial & Residential 


Specializing in HONEYWELL/ADEMCO Wireless Security Solutions 


Already have a Security System? No Problem!! 

We service, monitor and maintain existing security systems. 
Our extensive experience enables us to confidently provide 
service to older, legacy security systems. 

Licensed By: 

The State of New York, DEPARTMENT OF STATE, License #: 12000260784 
The State of New Jersey, ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE, License #: 34BA00106900 

We Are Fully Insured 

=[“ ( 718 ) 921-3795 tS 

See us on the WEB www.metro-pro-tek.com 


Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call: 718 - 893-4006 




71H-CUTTREE 

A Division of Dragonettie Bros. Landscaping 


# JC TREE SERVICE + 

Serving all the 5 Boroughs 


LICENSED & INSURED 


FREE estimates All Phase of Tree Work 

• Tree Removal * ^ ree '- oac * 

SENI0R • Stump Of Wood SE HABLA 

discount Grinding Chips espanol 

• Pruning 


COMMERICAL • RESIDENTIAL 


•f 

718 896 2158 \ 


Waterproofing 


■ ■.A ¥ IB 

Mini FfOZFHD IK. 


■ IS in 




in JAMS} I y, L-rf -iff- - -h 

4 + + H + + - + J P--T - - 


MERCHANDISE 
AND SERVICES 


Merchandise For Sale II Music Instruction 


Moving Sale - Windsor Terrace ^ S t T 1 11 Q 

Banjo 
Lessons 


refinished with red Mahogany. Living- 
room set, re-upholstered. Bedroom 
set - all Mahogany wood, original fin- 
ish. Please call for appointment. 

(718) 438-4975 ask for Jimmy 


2 Recliners Blue Velvet/Rose Cor- 
duroy. Like New; Pick Up Only. 
No reasonable offer refused. 
Prospect Park South Area. (718) 
284-2963.. aai 


Merchandise Wanted 


EL Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

If looking to buy 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718 - 638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


iand CITI GRASS 




Call Sandy at (718) 923-5657 

SLOPE MUSIC 


JOBS 


Help Wanted l| P/T Help Wanted 


F/T ELECTRICIAN 

for NY & NJ AREA 

Journeymen and helpers needed. 2- 


Legal Secretary 

for Sole Practitioner 

Montague Street attorney seeks intelli- 
gent, smart, hardworking, diligent legal 
secretary with computer skills and peo- 
ple skills. Work includes typing, word 
'ing legal documents, 


nanaging office. Send 


Administrative 

Assistant 

PT DAYS. Kingsview Homes Inc., a 
co-op located in downtown 
Brooklyn, is seeking a motivated indi- 
vidual to work part-time Monday 
through Wednesday from 10AM - 
4PM in the site office. Candidates 
must be computer literate in the MS 
Office Suite. Must have a profession- 

resume with salary requirements to: 
(718) 875-5144. 


Situation Wanted 


Housekeeper Available: our young, 
energetic, reliable housekeeper of 1 1 
years seeks part time position. For 
reference call (212) 567-3005 or (646) 
299-7942 


LEGAL NOTICES 


■ 


SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS WITH NOTICE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
JP MORGAN CHASE BANK, NA 

F/K/A JP MORGAN CHASE BANK AS TRUSTEE FOR BS ALT A 2004-12, PLAINTIFF, 
PLAINTIFF'S ADDRESS: PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION, c/o FIRST AMERICAN, 8435 N. 


THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, RAFAEL PANTOJA A/K/A RAFAEL M. PAN- 
TOJA, MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMINEE FOR 
COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS, INC., AMERICAN MANUFACTURER MUTUAL INSUR- 
ANCE, "JOHN DOE", "RICHARD ROE", "JANE DOE", "CORA COE", "DICK MOE" AND 




Defendants. 

O THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS: 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Amended Complaint in this action and to 

erve a notice of appearance on the Plaintiff's attorneys within twenty (20) days after the seni- 
or within thirty (30) days where service is other than by per- 
ive ot the day " 

DATED AUGUST 22 
GERALD ROTH 


WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT, ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

TO: RALPH PANTOJA A/K/A RAFAEL M. PANTOJA, 

Honorable JOAN B. LEFKOWITZ, a Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY, dated the 12th of SEPTEMBER, 2006 and filed with the complaint 
and other papers in the office of the Clerk of the County of WESTCHESTER. 

NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT 
THE OBJECT of the above entitled action is to foreclose a mortgage in the original prin- 

legal fees, recorded in the office of the Clerk of the County of WESTCHESTER* on JANU- 
ARY 11, 2005, in CRFN: 442950867, covering premises described as: 764 LAKE STREET, 
WEST HARRISON, NY 10604, as more particularly described on Schedule "A" annexed. 

ises described above to satisfy the debt secured by the mortgage described above. Plaintiff 
designates WESTCHESTER COUNTY as the place of trial. Venue is based upon the County 


DESCRIPTION 
"SCHEDULE A" 

SECTION BLOCK 985 LOT 6 ON THE TAX MAPS OF THE TOWN OF HARRISON, 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 

ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND, LYING AND BEING IN THE TOWN 
AND VILLAGE OF HARRISON, COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER AND STATE OF NEW YORK, 
SHOWN AND DESIGNATED AS LOT NO. V-10 ON A CERTAIN MAP ENTITLED "SUBDIVI- 
SION MAP OF PROPERTY OF HARRISON PARK LANE ASSOCIATES, IN THE TOWN AND VIL- 
LAGE OF HARRISON, WESTCHESTER COUNTY, N.Y." MADE BY ARISTOTLE BOURNAZOS, 
DATED SEPTEMBER 29, 1986 AND FILED JULY 7, 1987 AS MAP NO. 22849. WT41-44 


LEGAL NOTICES 


N 500875/2006, a copy of which may be exa 
COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Stre 


N500878/2006, a copy of which may be examined 
at the Office of the Clerk, located at CML COURT, 


of: Shafee Jnlil Minix Simpson. 
: 667 Watkin Street, Brooklyn! 


RT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, 


N500863/2006, a copy of which may be exam- 
COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, 


N500865/2006, a copy of 


Notice of Formation of On Three, LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with Secy, of State of NY (SSNY) on 
8/15/2006. Office location: Kings County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: The LLC, 125 Court 
Street, Apt. 3Gs. Purpose: any lawful activity. B3M3 



of the Berkshires 


rw T Grand Opening October 21st! 

Call Now for Best Selection 

CCW 866-970-LAND 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT A ,„ n 


Shares Wanted/ Brooklyn 


Japanese and other foreign stu 
ts attending ESL schools ir 
ihattan. Monthly rent paid 
cal stays are form 1-3 months 
se respond to (212) 564-5979 or 


COMMERCIAL 


Office Space Available 

Convenient DT B'klyn location. Close 
to trains, shopping, dining. Perfect 
for attorneys, real estate agents, mar- 
keting, etc. Call Norris at (718) 522- 
61 14. Mon thru Sat appts. ER44 


Bay Ridge 

Street on 5th Avenue. 1,000 sq ft + 
basement. Asking 6K/month. 

Bill Hionas RE 
(718) 921-2383. M2 


Storage Space for Rent 

Approx. 700 sqft. Ceiling height 7 ft. 


CO-OPS 
& CONDOS 


Boerum Hill 

Open House Sat Oct 21 1-3 pm, corner 
unit, 497 Pacific St, Apt 3A (cor 3d Av). 
Large xtremly sunny & serene. Loft type 
1100 sq ft condo w/high ceilings, hard- 
wood floors, 1 block to train, only 1 stop 
to NYC! Owner asking $679K make 
offers. Garden View Realty. Ask for Con- 
nie or Marika. (718) 567-8277 or (917) 
353-7700. A42 


Ditmas Park 

2 bedroom 1 bath, parquet floors, 
parking. Near all transportation and 

RE/MAX Professionals Mike Urban. 

(718) 232-1110x 230 
(917)903-9734 A43 


Fort Greene 

Charming renovated 720 sq ft 2E 
Lovely quiet building. Walk 5 minui 
BAM, 3 minutes Atlantic Cent 
steps to C train, park w/ tennis coui 
Pets OK. Maintenance $536. Pri 
$435k. Call (718) 282-6175. , 


HOUSES 
FOR SALE 


Bay Ridge 


(718) 921-2383 


East Flatbush 

6 family — $695,000. 
All apartments upgraded. 
Caviar Real Estate. 

(718) 855-4874 


3 to 47 acre estate home-sites. 
Wonderful mix of open meadow, 
hardwoods and streams. 

H> Only 10 available - Starting at $149,000! 


Maplewood, NJ 

Roosevelt Estate Area. 3BDR 2BTH 
Colonial House for sale. Wood burn- 
ing fireplace. Lovely Landscaping. 2 

Move In Condition. Priced to sell. 

Call (917) 886-1026 M4 

Next stop 
Montrose 

Think South Orange — incredible 
community, great people, arts and 
culture. Easy 1/2 hour NYC com- 
mute. 5/6 BR, CHC in Historic district, 
1/2 acre lush property, cook's kitchen. 
$899,900. Prudential NJ Properties, 
Realtor. Maria Morrison Heningburg, 
Sales Associate. (973) 992-6363 ext 
134 office, or (973) 698-3308 cell. 


Bulls Head 

Minutes to VZ & X-Buses NYC 
Spacious 3/4 BR Semi, finished base- 
ment, family room, central air, deck, 
fenced yard, lots parking. Asking 
$437,000. Gateway Arms RE. 
(718)273-3800x18 


Upstate New York 


Woodstock 

| fireplace, 






corner. 30 minutes to skiing. 5 minui 
to golf course, theaters, restauran 
galleries. Asking S129K. Call owner. 

Call (845) 679-5027 


INSURANCE 


Renter's Insurance 

Only $12.66 - Everyone Qualifies 
$10,000 coverage against fire 
& forced-entry theft 

Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 

718-596-2000 

Real Estate/Insurance/Notary Public 

Co-ops, Condos, 
& Renters 

Call for free quote 
Charles Randazzo 
Exclusive Agent 

718-852-2003 

ALLSTATE® 

You're in good hands. 
©Allstate Insurance Co. 
Northbrook, Illinois 2006 


MORTGAGES 


EG PRESTIGE FUNDING 

As low as 1% (APR 1.85%). 
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE 

P FREE RATE QUOTE! 

(646) 302-1585 

Registered mortgage broker, NYS Banking Dept. 


Brooklyn's 
number 1 
newspaper 
every week 


iT^oklyn 
^ papers. c 


COMMERCIAL LOFTS 


introducing a fresh 
concept in owning your 
business space 


68 Lofts including 9,900 sf re 
greenpointlofts.com 


ig from $250,000 Offering 


I Sales Center Louis Puopolo, Equinet Properties, 

231 Norman Avenue Director of Strategic Exclusive Market™ 

Brooklyn, NY 1 1 222 Development and Sales Agent 

718 689 4444 


MORTGAGES 


Mortgages made to order. 
That’s Topdot! 

Call Rebecca to discuss your mortgage needs. 
Your neighbor for over 30 years! 

800.562.6152 x284 


topdoj 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 

• Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens »Park Slope 

• Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights •Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill *0110100 Hill »Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

( 718 ) 858-6100 



LOOKING TO BUY? OR YOU JUST 
WANT TO RENT - GIVE US A CALL! 


:nted by plenty of light that reflects off th 

in other Brooklyn Neighborhoods: 

BAY RIDGE • BENSONHURST • DITMAS PARK • PROSPECT/LEFFERTS GARDENS • CRO 


Manhattan Quei 


MaxxRealty.com W. i WJS V 

1-888-751-8500 


HOUSES 


7 Houses 

All under $70,000 

182 Spring St, Gloversville 




ne, 5 b< 
vated - M 


2 bath tc 


45 Beaver Street, Gloversville 

Legal 2 as is $35,000. After renovated $50,000. 

2124 Street Hwy 10, Caroga Lake 

1 family as is $20,000. After renovated $42,000. 

19 Union Street, Amsterdam 

17 Union Street, Amsterdam 

Legal 2 as is $50,000. After renovated $65,000. 

87 Forbes Street, Amsterdam 

Legal 2 as is $50,000. After renovated $65,000. 

67 Mechanic Street, Amsterdam 

Legal 2 as is $45,000. After renovated $65,000. 

All prices are firm. 

Discount on multiple purchases. 

OPEN HOUSE • October 20 & 21 
Please call for times: (917) 642-0946 
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^s»s HOME IMPROVEMENT 


• violations removed • 

• BASEMENT & CELLAR 

legalizations • 


jiSt 

ZT^RCHIT€CTUfi€ 


r (718)855-1237 


Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 


Fax # (718) 987-3935 




Installations of 
All Ceramic Tile, 
Marble, etc. 




Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 


3S, John 
Costelloe 

Plumbing and Tile Work. Toilets, 
Specializing in tile jobs - large and small. 

John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Wood Specialties 

We install moulding & crowns. 
Install and fix doors, build walls. We 
aslo do painting & plastering. 

Call Maggie (347) 385-4728 
www.warsaw-painting.com 

Carpentry Plus 





A&K 
Tile Studio 

Kitchen and bath designers on staff 


336 9th Street 0p ®l 7 AK ^y s di fc^ eek 

(7 1 8) 369-6873 SaoToIm" 5pm“ lam^Bpm 


Carpet Cleaning 


USA CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 


Enhance The Beauty Of Your Home 
With Fresh Clean Carpets 


Quick Drying Method, We Offer The Best 
Results & Safe For All Fibers 
i_ Emergency Service Available 
Prices Are All Inclusive I 

ANY - 
SERVICE! 


Cleaning Services II Cleaning Services 


ENLIGHTENED H^Hurphtj 1 s Jfflaibs K 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 



STONEHENGE 

Construction Group 

• Kitchens •Bathrooms • Tiling • Painting 
• Plastering • Sheetrock • Electrical • Basements 
• Wood flooring • Closets • Replacement Windows 

(917) 974-3625 

Lie. # 1200619 Free Estimates insured 


k h,' 

HOME IMPROVEMENT INC. 


Home Improvement Inc 

Roofing Specialist 


Interior koofinq specialist Exterior 

Jobs are Owner Supervised "Roofing 

"Siding 

We nave been -windows 

doing a great job 
for over ten years 


Lie# 1157104 


718-375-8292 


Joseph Prestiaf 

General Contracting Heating & Mechanical 

Full Ser 

COLD. 


Take care of your He 
before you’re left out 

NOW P can save you thousands of 


Heating Expertise 

(718) 382-7648 • (917) 796-0063 


T. A LAM 

Home Improvement 

Painting - Interior & Exterior 
Pointing • Roofing • Plastering 

(718) P 436-4469/ (718) 436-5068 


. Chris Mullins |§ 

* General Contracting 


718-276-8558 


Yahoo Restoration Corp. 

• Waterproofing • Roofing • Tiles 

No Job Too Big orToo Small 
Free Estimates • Please Call Mike 

O: (718) 251-5575 • C: (347) 403-4654 


Waterproofing, Roofing, Brick Pointing 
ALL KINDS OF MASONARY WORK 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

917-519-4476 

License 917-674-1673 Insured 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small’’ 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 


Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 

Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices. 
Painting, drywall, plumbing, floor- 

The Total Contractor 

Total reliability 

- prompt, kept scheduling 
Total experience 

- experienced craftsmen 

Total back-up 


Total Property Services , Inc. 

917-682-0085 

Dorothy ^ 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN - PRODUCTS - REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 

www.knockoutrenovation.com 

718-745-0722 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 

Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 


718-686-1100 


Pisgah Builders Inc. 
VIOLATIONS REMOVED 

•Kitchen & Baths Renovated • Repairs • 
Painting • Ceramic Tiles 


Excel Builders 

& Renovators Inc. 


(718) 624 - 5300 

Restoration* Baths • Kitchens 
Brownstone Renovations 

www.excelbuilds.com 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, Drywall, 

Call (718) 450-1851 

X: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 

Fully Insured • Lic#534440 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

Continuing two generations of fine 
craftsmanship in the downtown 
Brooklyn area. 

Specializing in all phases 

OL INTERIOR RENOVATIONS 
Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting • Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
15th yr with The Brooklyn Papers 
License #HICID99974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 


CMO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

> Bathrc 


• Sheel 


• Doors 


> Decks 

• Retaining Walls* Painting 

• Hardwood Flooring • Pergo 

• Ceramic Tile • Windows 
All Masonary Work; 

Brick Work & Pointing 
Call Chris O'toole for all your 
Home Improvement needs. 

(917) 400-6028 

Licensed & Insured 
Free Estimates 


MAXIMUM 

Construction Works , Corp. 


1SS FREE ESTIMATES mm 

347-245-5419 

Lic#1 083706/Insured 



DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

www.decksbybart.com 


ALECTRA INC. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


PT Installations 
Electrical Contractor 

lsured/ Residential-Commercial 


lighting. 24hr Emergency Service. Free 

Slick (718) 331-3210 

JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 

ELECTRICAL 
LUL CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 


amily Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718)966-4801 A45 


B®BTEK 

EXECTRICAL CORR 


w.BobTekElectrical. 


- 1 -888-BO BTEK-2 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour 

• Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

of older homes built before 1980 

• Saturday appointments available. 


• Men 


r e $25. 


Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJon.com 



ANY HOUSE 

^ EXTERMINATING INC. 

Rodents • Roaches • Fleas 
• Water Bugs • Bed Bugs 

ipany with the Scientific Approach 

(718) 443-9134 

wwwAnyHouseExterminator.com 

Don’t Be Bugged, Call NOW! 


USA EXTERMINATORS 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
"Safest Methods Used" 

• Termite • Flea Control • Roadies 

• Rats • Bed Bugs • Wasps • Moths 

• Bats • Hornets • Ticks • Bees • Rodent 
Proofing • Squirrels • Termite Inspections, 
FHA, VA Inspections 
TERMITE 
EXPERTS 
Licensed & Insured 

718-832-0900 

Senior Citizen Discount 
$15 OFF Any Initial Visit 
$ 100 OFF Any Termite Treatment 


BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPE OF FENCES 

Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC, 
Chain Link, Aluminum, 
Privacy Slats, Gates, 
Security, Ornamental Steel 
NEW Eon Fence 
Many Styles To Choose From 


Floor Maintenance 


Master Flooring 

Installation handing Finishing 
All Kinds of Hardwood Floors 
S2.50/SF 

Lamination Floor $1.25/SF 
Free Estimates 

Call Tim (347) 278-0331 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 

Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 . 


Competitive Handyman 


KBM Contracting 

Bathrooms • Carpentry 
Tiling • Decks • Windows 
Flooring • Roofing • Doors 
Painting • Staircases 
Piping • Heating 


Floor Maintenance 


Hardwood Floois 

718-972-1984 


dig 

gardening'—^ 


(646) 489-5181 

www.gardendig.com 


- , Prepare your Garden 
1 - ™ for Next Season! 
Garden Service 
Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Fall Maintenance - Cleanup 
Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


| EMERGENCY 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


2149 E. 72nd St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 _ 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


m 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

Packing materials • Fully insured 

TOP HAT MOVERS 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING & HANDYMAN 


718-921-6176 

pna 

[j Interiors 


www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


BK 

Wallcoverings 

Specializing 
Quality Paper Hanging 
and Painting 
FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 781-5277 


Gas Leak Detection 
w/Electronic Equipment 

Also Carbon Monoxide Detection 
Alarms corrected. 

Isaac the Plumber 
(718) 438-4709 A43 


Expert Plastering 

Ornamental Plastering 
Custom Painting • Faux Finishes 
Stripping <& Refinishing of Fine Hardwood 


Demetrious 
(718) 783-4868 A3 


To advertise call 

(718) 834-9350 


Jennifer Mechanical 30 

A Pipinb & Heating Company 
Commercial 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE Residential 
All Plumbing Repairs & Replacement 

Waterlines & Sewer lines Replaced & Repaired 
Water Heaters & Boiler Installation Repair & Service 

♦ Clogged Drains ❖ High Velocity Jetting 
❖ In-Line TV Inspection 

Toll Free: 866 554 3329 Local: 718 769 5400 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
■ m Plumbing H m 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

* Fully Licensed & Insured * 


Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired & Installed, Leaks 
Fixed, Bathrooms Remodeled * 


* 24/7 Emergency Service * 

(718)273-1388 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 
Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

19th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Roofing 

Residential & Commercial 

Torched or cold applied rubber roof- 
ing membranes, EPDM & hot asphalt 

Riggs Construction 
f-q (718) 398-6423 
" — (917) 578-1414 “ 


(718) 761-7986 asl 


Cell (646) 824-1378 


BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP. 

13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs 


(718) 382-4449 asi 


W GREG'S EXPRESS 
f RUBBISH REMOVAL 


(866) MR-RUBBISH 

CELL 917-416-8322 
Oth year with The Brooklyn Papers 


M.N.E. Recyling 
Clean Out Services 

Commercial Residential 

Attics • Backyards • Basements 

Move In/Out Clean Outs 

Construction Debris & 
Scrap Metal Removal 

(718) 769-7573 


GET RESULTS! 

To Advertise in the 
Home Improvement Section 

Call (718) 834-9350 


Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555. 


1-2-3 Men w/Truck & Van 

Any Job - Reliable & Guaranteed 
Stairs Specialist at no X-tra cost 
Low Low Rates 

We Do Clean-outs 

Call Joe (646) 721-2030 


Upholstery 


• Livingroom Furniture 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Bore 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 
Screens and insulated glass. 
Save Energy! 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 




** 20% OFF Fall Specials 



MORE Home Improvement 
Classifieds on inside page 














































